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PREFACE 



This volume consists of a selection of short sermons writ- 
ten originally for the author's daily column in the Journal- 
Gazette, Fort Wayne, Indiana, in which they have been 
appearing on the editorial page over a period of thirty-five 
years. 

Throughout these thirty-five years I have sought through 
my daily writings to point out God's answer to human needs 
as revealed in the Bible. 

Six volumes of these sermons have been previously pub- 
lished. I am constantly receiving from readers requests for 
another book. This leads me to feel that my little sermons are 
being blessed of God, that they are meeting a deeply felt 
need. Hence I am sending forth this collection of them with 
the hope and prayer that He whom they seek to honor will 
use them in a wide sphere. 

J.R.G. 

Atlanta, Georgia 
July, 1955 
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BULWARK NEVER FAILING 



A BULWARK NEVER FAILING 

Salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Isa. 26* i. 

A man stood in the dust-clouded street looking at the 
ruined church. The people who lived in the neighborhood 
were poor, but a few years earlier they had rebuilt their 
worn-out sanctuary and made it beautiful. Now it was 
rained. The windows were gone. The doors had been torn 
off their hinges and tossed like paper before a storm. The 
beautiful organ was smashed, its pipes were bowed towards 
the floor inside the broken building. But it was not the sight 
of the wreckage that arrested the man. Such sights were 
familiar to Londoners. It was the sound that came out 
over the ruins through the gaping window-frames: "A 
mighty fortress is our God, A bulwark never failing." The 
man stood still He waved his hands towards the ruins. "I'm 
not a religious man," he confessed, "but it thrills me to hear 
people singing like that in the midst of devastation." 

The church had been demolished in a Saturday night air 
raid. It had been a night of horror. There was a heavy 
casualty list many fatal; many more lost their homes and 
all their possessions. But in spite of the terrible disaster, the 
people gathered that Sunday morning around their wrecked 
church. After sweeping the debris from the only room not 
destroyed, they held their service in this room. 

Luther's great hymn was the first to be sung. The people 
were lifted up into a high mood of faith and zeal as they 
sang: "And tho' this world, with devils filled, Should threaten 
to undo us, We will not fear, for God hath wilFd His truth 
to triumph through us." 

Some other hymns were sung. The pastor then preached 



a sermon on "Have Faith in God." At the close of the ser- 
mon they sang "Give to the winds thy fears." 

Here was an experience of tragedy and triumph a won- 
derful experience of the grace and help of God in the midst 
of disaster. 

Reading the story in a London paper, I recalled at once 
the passage in Isaiah: "In that day shall this song be sung In 
the land of Judah: We have a strong city; salvation will 
God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Trust in the Lord 
for ever: for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength" 

A bulwark never failing. 



AN EVERLASTING ROCK 

Trust ye in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is an ever- 
lasting rock. Isa. 26: 4 (A. S. Version). 

"Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee" 
(Hymn) . 

"My soul, wait thou in silence for God only; for my ex- 
pectation is from Him. He is my rock and my salvation" 
(Ps. 62: 5-6). 

"Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer. From the 
end of the earth will I call unto Thee, when my heart is 
overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I" (Ps. 
61: 1-2). 

In times of quiet and peace men drift along in a calm self- 
assurance; they forget their need of God. Yet the need of 
God is lying somewhere in the heart of every man. It is like 
a sunken object at the bottom of the sea, held down by weeds 
and debris when the ocean is calm. But the storm comes 
that stirs the sea to its depths; then the buried thing is re- 
leased and comes to the surface. So it is when the sea of our 
life is shaken to its depths. The hidden need of God rises to 
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the surface. We discover that without His wisdom and help 
we are undone. In the midst of the raging sea we look for 
"the Rock that is higher than I," "an everlasting Rock" 
the Rock which is the love and power of God. 

Our ordinary confidences in life often rest on very shal- 
low things things which at best provide no enduring secu- 
rity. Our health has always been good, and we see no reason 
why it should not continue good. We have a reasonable 
income, a good education all we need for a comfortable 
life. So we go on from day to day in a sort of peace. But 
the foundations of this peace are not very deep. They are 
rather like the sand on which the man in Christ's parable 
built his house. "The rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell" 
(Matt. 7: 27). If you would build for yourself a house of 
life that will stand firm and weather life's storms, see to it 
that your house rests on that everlasting Rock the Lord 
Jehovah. 

That Rock is the only sure refuge against the temptations 
and ills of human experience. In the cleft of that Rock, and 
there alone, can we find shelter and safety amidst the storms 
and tempests of life. 



AN APPEAL TO HISTORY 

Thine ears shall hear a voice behind thee, saying, This is the way, 
walk ye in it. Isa. 30: 21. 

"This is the way" the way of obedience to the will of 
God and His righteous laws. "A voice behind thee" the 
voice of history, which is forever sounding across the cen- 
turies the laws of truth, right, and justice, and reminding 
us of the doom that befalls men and nations that persistently 
transgress those laws. 
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In that voice there is the blending of many voices, from 
every age and clime. In it you may hear the voices of that 
long line of Israel's heroes and prophets, "who through faith 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained prom- 
ises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of 
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were 
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of aliens" (Heb. 11:33-34). 

As you follow on through the pages of history, its voice 
gathers into its ever-increasing volume more and more 
voices those which arise from such fields of conflict as 
when the early Greeks, for the love of freedom, contested 
with despotic Persia; or when the early Romans expelled the 
tyrant Tarquin; or when the Netherlands under William 
the Silent resisted the persecutions of Spain; or when the 
Thirteen Colonies under Washington took up arms in the 
struggle for independence and liberty; or when the Ameri- 
can conscience was aroused and moved to overthrow the 
power of human slavery, and finally to rid Cuba and the 
Philippine Islands of the misrule of Spain; or when the free 
nations united to forestall the aggressions of totalitarian 
dictators. 

The trend seen in this history marks a pathway upward 
and onward in human progress, and justifies faith in the 
ultimate triumph of justice, truth, and right. 

Injustice and falsehood may be long-lived, but doomsday 
comes to them at last. 

Justice and truth alone endure and live. 

History speaks across the centuries. And it speaks, always 
and everywhere, on the side of truth and right and human 
freedom. 

Let those who feel that there is no hope for mankind take 
heart from this appeal to history, God who "ruleth in the 
kingdom of men" (Dan. 4: 25), rules in history. 
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A DARING, AGGRESSIVE FAITH 

Faith means that we are confident of what we hope for, convinced 
of what we do not see. It was for this that the men of old won their 
record. Heb. 11: i (Moffatt). 

And what a record they won! these men of old. They 
didn't sit idly waiting for their hopes and expectations to 
come to pass without any effort on their part. It was a case 
of faith in action a confident, daring, aggressive faith. 

"It was by faith that Abraham obeyed his call to go forth 
to a place which he would receive as an inheritance" (v. 8). 
His faith impelled him to go forth on a bold adventure. "He 
looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God" (v. 10). He didn't sit and dream of that 
city, waiting for it to materialize by some magic he 
went out to find it! 

"By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to 
suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season" (vv. 24-25). He dreamed of 
delivering his kinsmen from bondage. He didn't just dream 
he acted! Presently he is seen leading the children of Israel 
out of Egypt, leading them toward the land of promise. 

Look back through ages, and you see a vast host of daring 
heroes, "who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in 
fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens" (vv. 33-34). 
What a challenge to us! this record won by faith. 

It is not enough to be inoffensively good, we must be ag- 
gressively good. 



"Deal courageously, and the Lord shall be with the good" 
(II Chron. 19: n). 

Goodness and courage that Is what God wants of us. He 
stands back of those who are aggressively and courageously 
good. 

"My knights," said King Arthur, "are sworn to vows of 
utter hardihood." 

So are the knights of God. For all who fight under His 
banner, the order of the day is, "Deal courageously!" 

Present conditions in the world are a challenge to our 
faith. To meet this challenge, what we want is faith in 
action a daring, aggressive faith. 



A COMFORTING ASSURANCE 

I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, 
Fear not; I will help thee. Isa. 41: 13. 

What a comforting assurance is this. As w r e go out into 
the world to labor through life's day, our heavenly Father 
does not leave us to go alone in our own strength; He as- 
sures us that He will go with us, hold us by the hand, and 
help us. 

A father tells of an incideut about his little daughter. In 
the darkness of the night she awoke in her little bed fright- 
ened, and called out, "Father!" Thinking she would fall 
asleep again in a moment, he didn't answer. But presently 
she sat up, and called out again, "O father! " Then he reached 
over, took her hand in his, and said, soothingly, "Yes, 
dearie, what do you want?" Falling back on her pillow, 
and almost asleep, she said, "Nothing except I wanted to 
know you were there." 

Often our way is dark; we feel troubled and lonely; we 
are beset with fears and forebodings. Uneasy and trembling, 
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we call to our heavenly Father, and He answers, "Yes, my 
child, what do you want?" And to save us, we could make 
no better reply than that of the little child when she said, 
"Nothing, father, except I just wanted to know you were 
there." If He is there that's enough! Just to feel the touch 
of His hand, quiets our hearts and reassures us that all is well. 

A young man lay dying in a hospital. His mother was in 
the room, standing looking out the window, trying to hide 
her tears, while the nurse ministered to the dying boy. 
Presently the nurse looked at her and indicated that the end 
was at hand. The boy couldn't see, although he was con- 
scious. As the fog of death dimmed his eyes, he reached out 
his hands and asked, "Mother, where is your hand?" She 
moved to his side and slipped her hand into his. He drew it 
down upon his breast, closed his eyes, seemed to fall asleep, 
and was gone. 

Like the comfort of that mother's hand to that boy as he 
went out on the great adventure, is the comfort we re- 
ceive from the hand of our heavenly Father as we go forth 
to face life and the unknown future. How good it is to lay 
our hands in His and hear Him say, "Fear not, I will help 
thee." 



A GREAT CONFIDENCE 

The seen is transient, the unseen eternal. II Cor. 4: 18 (Moffatt). 

Unseen things they are the great realities, the ultimate 
things of life. Because Paul had his eyes fixed on these things, 
he could say: "I never lose heart; though my outward man 
decays, my inner man is renewed day after day. The slight 
trouble of the passing hour results in a solid glory past all 
comparison, for those of us whose eyes are on the unseen" 
(vv. 1 6-1 8, MofFatt). In the next verse he declares: "I know 



that if this earthly tent of mine is taken down, I get a home 
from God, made by no human hands, eternal in the heavens" 
(5: i, Moffatt). 

Here was a far view. Paul set his thinking in the large con- 
text of eternity. He looked beyond the trials and sufferings 
of this present time, saw past them, an eternal heritage which 
they could not spoil. This view and its concomitant faith 
inspired in him a great confidence a confidence that rested, 
not on the transient things of earth, but on the eternal 
verities. 

The man who has this confidence, has something that will 
save him from pessimism and the bitter feeling of futility; 
something that will make him feel that life is good and worth 
living; something that will give him the stamina to endure 
reverses and disappointments without losing heart; some- 
thing that will sustain him in time of trial and trouble, in the 
hour of affliction and sorrow; something that will keep his 
heart up when the times are dark and desperate; something 
that will inspire him to high and noble endeavor and make 
him a dynamic power for good; something that will keep 
him going and keep a song in his heart in life's darkest hours; 
something that will take away the fear of death and enable 
him to approach the grave in the joy of victory. 

The secret of great and triumphant living lies in being re- 
lated to the ultimate things of life the things which link us 
to God and the eternal. The bodies we love and the things 
we have made with our hands, are destined for the dust. 
Seeing everything about us changing and going back to the 
original elements, it is reassuring and inspiring to know that 
the invisible world is not conditioned by time nor affected 
by it. To make life worth while, we must, by faith, be 
linked with that world and live as immortals. 



A LESSON FROM MY PETUNIAS 

Shall they fall, and not arise? Jer. 8: 4. 

From where I sit I can look out the window and see my 
petunias. That is the first thing I do these spring mornings 
when I sit down before my typewriter to begin the day's 
work. The blooms are of varying colors and design, and 
very beautiful. It gives me a lift to look at them, puts me in 
a good mood for my work. It gives me a sense of accom- 
plishment, for I planted them. 

Planting things, seeing them come up and grow, seeing 
the first blooms appear, the feeling that you have had a part 
in it it's a wonderful experience. It gives you a new sense 
of the mystery and wonder of the plant world. 

I am moved to write this sermon because of what I saw 
happen to my beloved petunias stricken down and beaten 
into the 1 dirt by a rainstorm. After the storm was over, I 
went out to see how badly they had been battered. They 
had taken a terrific beating, and I thought they were utterly 
ruined. I came back into the house looking glum. My wife 
wondered what was the matter. "My petunias," I said, "my 
poor petunias they are ruined." But looking out my win- 
dow the next morning, I saw a miracle my precious 
petunias were standing up as proudly as ever, and the 
blooms were as beautiful as ever. You can imagine how I 
was lifted up when I saw how they had lifted up. 

I thought at once of Jeremiah's question concerning the 
beaten people of Judah: "Shall they fall, and not arise?" 

My plants fell flat under the lash of the storm, but they 
rose up again. 

Why should not a fallen nation, or a fallen man, rise up 
again? 

Men and plants can fit their lives to many ill winds which 
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blow, can meet misfortune or adversity, face up to it and 
last it out. Nations can do it. You can do it! 

No failure or defeat is final, unless one surrenders and 
gives up. 

You may have fallen low, but with God's help you can 
rise up again. 

You may have suffered some misfortune, but God can 
transmute your misfortune into good fortune. 

This is the lesson that came to me from seeing my bat- 
tered petunias triumph. 



A MEDITATION OF GOD'S GOODNESS 

Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through Thy work. Ps. 92: 4. 

I am always made glad when I look around and contem- 
plate the handiwork of God. I am impressed with the ap- 
propriateness of things everything just as it should be 
everything beautiful in its place and time everything ar- 
ranged just right every provision made for our needs and 
comfort. I see nothing that I would change if I were going to 
make a world. This is a wonderful world, a good world. 
When I think of it, I am not only made glad, I am made to 
feel that God was infinitely good to make a world like 
this for our habitation. 

Often in the late afternoon I go out and watch the sun set. 
Seeing the sun sinking behind the horizon, painting the clouds 
with purple and golden beauty, spreading a radiant glow 
amidst the twilight shadows, it seems to me that God is re- 
minding us that the sun is still shining, that the night will not 
blot it out, that it will rise again in the morning. And that 
reminds me of the line in the song of Zacharias, inspired by 
the birth of his son John to be the forerunner of Christ: 
"The Dayspring from on high hath visited us, to give light 
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to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace" (Luke i: 78-79). A 
night of spiritual darkness had settled upon the world, and 
God's answer to that night was "the Sun of righteousness 
arising with healing in His wings" (Mai. 4: 2). 

When I think of how the world has treated God in the face 
of all His manifold goodness, I sometimes wonder that He 
does not blot it out. Martin Luther once said he would do 
that that if he were God and the world treated him as it 
has treated God, he would shatter it into bits. But God's an- 
swer to the world's mean treatment of Him was Calvary. 
"God cornmendeth His love toward us, in that while we 
were yet sinners Christ died for us .... God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life." 

I once heard an old minister say, "God is seen in His great- 
est glory, not as Creator of the sun and moon and stars, but 
as Seeker after man, the lost crown of His creation." God's 
work of creation should make us glad. But we have greater 
reason for gladness in His work of redemption. 



A PSALM OF GOD'S PRESENCE 

O Lord, Thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest 
my downsitting and mine uprising. Thou hast beset me behind and 
before. Ps. 139:1, 2, 5. 

In this psalm David is reflecting upon his life. Life had 
not been easy for him. He had suffered many afflictions, 
endured many trials. There had been times when his way was 
dark and difficult. But he sees himself encompassed by the 
Divine Presence. God knows all about him, and is acquainted 
with all his ways. 

In the midst of his reflections, he asks, "Whither shall I go 
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from Thy Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from Thy pres- 
ence?" Answering his own question, he goes on to express 
the great confidence of his life: 

If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there: 

If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there. 

If I take the wings of the morning, 

And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

Even there shall Thy hand lead me, 

And Thy right hand shall hold me. 

If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

And the light about me shall be night; 

Even the darkness hideth not from Thee, 

But the night shineth as the day: 

The darkness and the light are both alike to Thee. 

Nowhere in the Psalms does David reach a greater height 
of confidence than here in this sublime utterance. In a sim- 
pler way the same confidence was expressed by a little boy 
in trying to comfort his mother who had been bereft of her 
husband, which made it necessary to give up the old home 
and go elsewhere to live. It was a sad leave-taking, for every- 
thing about the old place was sacred to her. On the train her 
little boy sat beside her, and kept trying to cheer her up. 
Presently, as the train sped onward, he looked out the win- 
dow and said, "See, mother, God's sky is over us yet; it's 
going right along with us." 

Let us take with us in all our daily rounds the truth of this 
psalm A Psalm of God's Presence. 
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A PRESCRIPTION FOR WORRY 
It is ;good to give thanks unto the Lord. Ps. 92: i. 

Giving thanks unto the Lord is good because it does us 
good. It heightens our sense of His goodness and His loving 
care for us, and thus takes the fret and worry out of life, lifts 
us into a happier mood, brightens our whole outlook. 

Did you ever participate in a thanksgiving service on 
Thanksgiving Day? Didn't you come away feeling better? 
Didn't there come over you a feeling of relief from your 
anxieties and cares? Did you not experience a renewal of 
hope, confidence and courage? After your thanksgiving, 
didn't life look brighter to you? Did not the world, in spite 
of all its dark shadows, take on a brighter aspect? Why not 
practice giving thanks every day? The spirit of thanksgiving 
in your heart will put a quietus on the disposition to complain 
and worry. 

If you ask me for a prescription for worry, I can think of 
nothing better than the tooth Psalm: 

"Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve 
the Lord with gladness: come before His presence with sing- 
ing. Know ye that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath 
made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people, and the 
sheep of His pasture. Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 
and into His courts with praise: be thankful unto Him, and 
bless His name. For the Lord is good; His mercy is ever- 
lasting: and His truth endureth to all generations." 

This psalm lifts ;our thoughts to God, makes us aware of 
His greatness and goodness, reminds us that He is the source 
of all our good our life, our food, our health and calls 
upon us to be thankful unto Him. 

Of all that we may give Him, He most desires our humble, 
thankful hearts. 



By expressing our thanksgiving, we not only glorify God 
who is the giver of every good gift, we make like more glo- 
rious; yes, and we attain a calmer attitude towards life, and 
thus we are better able to stand up under the pressure life 
puts upon us. 

If you are a worrier, give thanks unto the Lord in the terms 
and spirit of the rooth Psalm, and see if it does not prove to 
be a good prescription for worry. 



AS LONG AS WE HAVE GOD 

David was greatly distressed, but he encouraged himself in the 
Lord his God. I Sam. 30: 6. 

Mark that the word here is not "the God of Abraham," 
"the God of Isaac," "the God of Jacob." The word is "his 
God." For help and guidance in life, what we need is the 
sense and realization of God as a personal possession. If we 
have the sense of personally possessing God, the sense of fear 
is dispelled. The man who can say, "Thou art with me," can 
also say, "Though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil" (Ps. 23:4). 

The events that caused David to be so greatly distressed 
were enough to break the stoutest heart. The Amalekites 
had burned Ziklag, his home city at the time. They had taken 
away his family, the families of his warriors, and their cat- 
tle. Mutiny had broken out among his followers, and they 
were threatening to stone him. It was one of the darkest 
hours in David's life. 

If life is to be a pageant of triumph and not a fu- 
neral march, we must learn how to deal with reverses and 
disappointment. When things go badly for us, it is natural 
that we should be distressed. We can scarcely avoid feeling 
oppressed when misfortune overwhelms us. But whatever 
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befalls us, no matter how greatly distressed we may be, it 
behooves ns to keep up our courage. But how can we? 
How can one keep his heart up in the face of overwhelming 
disaster, in a situation that seems hopeless? 

The experience of David provides the answer. At the 
moment, he had no earthly possessions. Everything was gone. 
Friends were gone. But God was not gone! He could no 
longer say, "My house," "My property," "My friends. 5 ' But 
he could say, "My God." He was confident that God could 
protect him in the midst of danger, that He could turn trag- 
edy into triumph. He didn't try to dictate to God what He 
should do. Rather, in such circumstances of trouble, he said, 
"Leave it all quietly to God, my soul, my rescue comes from 
Him" (Ps. 62: i,Moffatt). 

Whatever we may lose, though left penniless and friend- 
less, we have more than enough to fall back on, more than 
enough to sustain us, more than enough to keep us going, 
more than enough to win through to victory as long as we 
have God. 



A SATISFYING PORTION 

The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup. Ps. 
16: 5 . 

One of the saddest commentaries I ever read on the life of 
any man was that which Bismarck wrote of himself: "No- 
body loves me for what I have done. I never made anybody 
happy. But for me, three great wars would not have been 
fought. I have had little or no joy from all my achievements 
nothing but vexation, care, and trouble." 

How ambition lures men with its promised crowns of 
wealth, of fame, of power! And yet where is the man who 
ever wore one of these crowns on a peaceful brow? 



"I am absolutely undone," were the last words of Sheridan, 
whose wit and eloquence made him the idol of his day. 

A man dining with Rothschild, the great English banker, 
said, "You must be a thoroughly happy man." With an ex- 
pression of strain on his face and a touch of tragedy in his 
voice, Rothschild replied: "Happy? me happy!" 

Theodore Hook who made the world laugh with his 
poems, could not make his own heart laugh. One evening, 
while in the midst of gay festivities, he confronted a looking 
glass, saw himself, and said: "There, that's true; I look just as 
I am, done up in body, mind, and purse." 

Solomon, upon whom the world lavished its wealth, lux- 
uries, pleasures and honors, cried at last, "Vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity." No one ever had a larger portion of the world's 
goods and delights; and yet his cup was not full. 

The only man whose cup is ever full, is the man who can 
say, "The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of my 
cup." The only portion that can satisfy the soul, is to know 
God, to love Him, to trust Him, to commune with Him. 

The soul is too big for the world to fill. Roll the whole 
world in all of its real estate, all of its cash and stocks and 
bonds, all of its mirth and gaiety, all of its glamour and glit- 
ter, all of its pomp and glory and still there will be a void 
unfilled. The soul was made for God, and He alone can fill 
it, satisfy it, and set it at rest. I have known many people 
rich people, famous people, great intellectuals, great states- 
men but I have never known one who had been able to find, 
save in God, a satisfying portion. "He satisfieth the longing 
soul, and the hungry soul He filleth with good" (Ps. 107: 9). 
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A SATISFYING REASON FOR LIVING 

The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment. 
Luke 12: 23. 

Life is more than a sirloin steak, more than a suit of clothes, 
more than a house, more than a streamlined automobile. 
We are not here merely to dress up, eat and drink. We are 
not here merely to build comfortable houses in which to live 
and ride around in comfortable motor cars. All such things 
have their place in life, but they do not constitute the chief 
end of life. We want a reason for living which looks beyond 
material goods and temporal delights. 

It is good to live and enjoy life, to have good things to eat 
and all those things that add to the pleasure of living. But 
that is not enough to satisfy me. I want a reason for living 
that will justify the place I occupy in the world, the provi- 
sions I require for my subsistence, and the efforts I put forth 
in what I do. Moreover, I want assurance that my existence 
will not end in oblivion, for when the evening of life fades 
into the dark I want to be certain of the dawning of an- 
other day. 

If there be no more to life than merely existing and striv- 
ing for a few years, eating and drinking and wearing nice 
clothes, enjoying a few fleeting pleasures, then we live in a 
world of futility, and we can have no really reasonable ex- 
cuse for living; the excuses we make are mere illusions and 
come to nothing at last. 

If we are to have any substantial and satisfying justification 
for living and being here in the world, it must be one that 
looks beyond the limitations of time and sense, that is based 
on something more than the passing and the perishable. 

If you want a reason for living that will justify your life 
and satisfy your heart, then yield yourself to Christ as your 
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Saviour and Lord and link yourself up with His cause and 
consecrate yourself to His service. Do not allow your life to 
be narrowed to a house, a shop, an office, a pleasure pavilion. 
As an old hymn runs, "Our chief end is to become like God 
and a little to help forward his cause." A life devoted to this 
end is a benediction to the world and the supreme joy of God 
and the angels. Devote your life to this end, and you will have 
a satisfying reason for living. 



A SONG IN THE NIGHT 

My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give 
praise. Ps. 57: 7. 

Here was a song in the night. And the singer sings, not of 
a broken heart, but a fixed heart. The darkness has not 
dimmed his vision, has not quenched the light of faith in his 
soul. He feels deeply the anguish and bitterness of the night, 
but his heart holds firm and steadfast. 

According to the superscription, this song was sung by 
David at the time he was fleeing from Saul, hiding in the cave. 
The circumstances are those of very great trial and difficulty. 
But there is no wavering of his confidence. In the dark he 
believes in the light. His heart fixed fixed upon God. With 
his heart fixed upon God, he is able to sing and give praise, 
in spite of all that might make sobs and tears choke the song 
and silence the note of praise in his heart. 

Some have their hearts fixed, but fixed upon earth. And 
when the little spot of earth upon which they have built their 
confidence and hope is shaken, they are shaken; their con- 
fidence and hope are shattered, and the song of cheer they 
sang so gayly a while ago is turned into a sob of complaint 
and despair. 

It is easy to sing when the sun is shining. It is easy to be 
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cheerful when flesh is comfortable and prosperity is spread- 
ing its bright sky over our heads; but it is another matter 
when our circumstances are altered and disappointment 
clouds our sky. 

To keep our heart singing when the cloudy day comes, it 
must be made calm and steadfast by faith in something more 
stable than earthly circumstances. 

The only man who can sing and give praise in times of 
darkness, is the man who can say, "My heart is fixed, O God, 
my heart is fixed." 

The trials and sorrows we experience in the night seasons 
of life make this fixed heart hard to keep. It is hard to keep up 
our faith when all is dark about us. It is hard to hold on to 
our confidence when we are shut up in a cave. How can we 
do it? David did it through prayer: "Be merciful unto me, 
O God; in the shadow on Thy wings will I take refuge, until 
these calamities be overpast" (v. i). Prayer is the secret of 
keeping a fixed heart and keeping in the heart a song in the 
night. 



ABIDING REASONS FOR DELIGHT IN LIFE 

In the multitude of my thoughts within me thy comforts delight 
my soul. Ps. 94: 19. 

The psalmist has been reviewing the conquests and op- 
pressions of wicked despots. What he saw grieved his soul. 
The thoughts of these things weighed heavily upon his heart. 
But into his mind came a multitude of other thoughts 
in which he found comfort and abiding reasons for delight in 
life. 

The experience of this psalmist has something to say to us 
in the midst of these tragic days. Because of the dreadful 
things we see in the world wars, ruthless aggressions, per- 



secutions, cruelties dark and oppressive thoughts are con- 
stantly obtruding into our minds. They are grievous, and we 
cannot avoid feeling the weight of them upon our hearts, 
But we must not let them get us down. There are evidences 
of God's goodness and redeeming work to be seen on the 
other side of the world's balance sheet. On that other side, if 
we look for it, we may discover still a vast amount of good- 
ness and beauty in human life. 

You may see, any day and in any community, many and 
varying pictures of life on the better and more hopeful side 
of things. 

You may see many a budding romance. 

You may still hear wedding bells ringing. 

You may go into many a home, and see parents carefully 
tending growing little bodies, to make them into strong and 
healthy men and women; directing young, inquiring minds 
and leading them along the path of knowledge of good and 
evil; turning young hearts to that faith in the eternal verities, 
without which all of man's pride and ambition and strength 
and earthly victory is but a vanishing vanity. 

In spite of all the wickedness and brutal tyranny you see in 
the world today, in spite of the hydrogen bomb which hangs 
over our heads like a Damoclean sword, life still goes on, 
shielded under the watchful providence of heaven and hal- 
lowed with love and grace and tenderness. 

Black shadows lie across the world, but there are many 
things to comfort us, and abiding reasons for delight in life. 



A WONDERFUL WAY OF LIVING 

To all the saints In Christ who are at Philippi. Phil, i : i. 

Thus Paul begins his letter to the church at Philippi. The 
letter abounds in personal references. In it he has several 



sayings through which you get a glimpse into his inner soul, 
which reveal how he felt about life. Here are five of them: 

1. "The things which happened unto me have fallen out 
unto the furtherance of the gospel" (i: 12). Nothing that 
befell him was considered accidental or trivial. He saw God 
behind all things that happened to him, believed they were 
working for his good and the advancement of the cause for 
which he labored. 

2. "I have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to 
be content" (4: n). He suffered many privations and hard- 
ships, and all sorts of abuses were heaped upon him, but he 
refused to let these things get him down. Whatever his cir- 
cumstances, however trying, he made the best of them, felt 
no resentment, no bitterness, never complained. 

3. "In Him who strengthens ine, I am able for anything" 
(4: 13, Moffatt). He knew he was in God's great keeping, 
that he could draw on Him for strength to meet any situa- 
tion. Thus he was able to face life and the world unafraid 
and with complete confidence of ultimate triumph over all 
adverse conditions and all the forces of evil. 

4. "I press toward the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus" (3: 14). He is in jail for the gos- 
pel's sake. But he will not sit idly, bemoaning his lot. He 
means to keep on working. In prison he testifies for Christ 
to his jailors and fellow-prisoners, writes this letter to the 
Philippian church, and letters to other churches. He means 
to keep on growing in grace, pressing toward the mark of 
likeness to Christ. 

5. "For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain" (i: 21). He 
is old, and sees the end near, but he has no fear. He is afraid 
of neither life nor death; he has the faith and courage to face 
up to both. As long as he lives, he will go on with his work 
for Christ. When death comes, he will go on to be with Christ. 

Here, surely, was a wonderful way of living. The secret 
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lies in the above sayings. The concepts and resources they 
disclose may be ours. If we will lay hold on them, they will 
lead us into the same wonderful way of living. 



A MASTERPIECE 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. Jas. 2: 8. 

A young artist whose paintings had brought him renown 
was suddenly snatched away by death. His devoted sister 
was shocked and bewildered. Friends showered upon her 
words of consolation. Art critics praised his masterpieces. 
But it all left the sister desolate. A brilliant career cut short 
she couldn't be reconciled to that, her brother had so much 
to give. 

One day she was invited to visit some friends of her 
brother. She went, and there, in the humble home, she heard 
how her famous brother had been the Good Samaritan how 
he had saved a cripple from slow death, a home from the 
auctioneer's hammer, and an old couple from debt and de- 
spair. 

With the world at his feet, the young artist had lived the 
Christly life and done the Christly deed. In this his true soul 
was expressed more than in his art. In this the sister found 
comfort. She considered it his masterpiece. 

It was indeed a masterpiece like that achieved by the 
Good Samaritan when, seeing on the roadside a man beaten 
and robbed, "went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring 
in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him" (Luke 10: 34). 

A minister was once consulted by a lady in great distress. 
The happiness she had once known was gone. She was miser- 
able. She felt that she had lost her Lord. "Where and how 
shall I find Him again?" was her agonizing question. 

34 



The minister said, "Madam, go down into the slums; do 
kind, good things for these people, and you will find the Lord 
there you will find Him in every needy soul to whom you 
give love and help." 

She did as the minister advised. In doing so, she found new 
life and new happiness. Her heart was filled with joy in minis- 
tering to others. She had found her Lord again. A new mean- 
ing came into her life. 

Here again, a masterpiece was achieved. 

Through neighborly kindness you can do a service that 
will be a masterpiece. 



A MIRROR OF THE IDEAL 

Whereas he who gazes into the faultless law of freedom and re- 
mains in that position, proving himself to be no forgetful listener but 
an active agent, he will be blessed in his activity. Jas. i: 25 
(Moffatt). 

"Whereas he who gazes." What is called for here, is some- 
thing more than what the man does who glances at his natural 
face in a mirror, goes off, and forgets what he was like (vv. 
23-24). You are to gaze, which means prolonged attention, 
especially as in admiration. What you are to gaze upon, is 
the self reflected to you as you look into the faultless law 
of freedom the law that makes us free, which is the law of 
love. If the dictates of love be obeyed, then is life a life of 
liberty; the soul is set free from all the bondage which re- 
sults from the breaking of any of the enactments of the 
moral law. 

The law of love is a mirror of the ideal. Looking into this 
mirror, you see your ideal self the self you would be if you 
fulfilled the law of love. A mere glance will not do, you must 
stand and gaze into it and remain in that position until love 
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possesses your whole being and becomes the master-pas- 
sion of your life, governing all your attitudes and actions. In 
other words, you are to become habituated to the way of life 
marked out by love. 

If one will gaze into this mirror, with prolonged attention, 
he will be moved with admiration for the self it reflects to 
him; it will be a self love-mastered, an active agent of the law 
of love. 

Note the beatitude James pronounces upon the man whose 
life is love-mastered: "He will be blessed in his activity." 

Experience confirms this beatitude. We know from experi- 
ence that love turns duty into delight, makes the heaviest task 
easy, indeed, a joy. 

It is a costly thing to love people; you must share, not 
only their joys and pleasures, but their pains and sorrows. 
But love does not mind that. The greatest sacrifices are noth- 
ing when the heart loves! The greatest joy we ever ex- 
perience comes to us in the hours when we do for others 
those things love prompts us to do when we give someone 
else the very best that love can give. 

The full and free and happy life is the life lived for love. 
Go out and live for love, and you will be blessed in all your 
doing. 



BEHOLD YOUR GOD 

Behold your God! . . . Isa. 40: 9, 10, 22, 26, 28-31. 

Do you feel that life with all of its carefully laid plans is 
about to fall into pieces around your feet? Are you a victim 
of conditions for which you are not responsible and from 
which you cannot excape? Are you bewildered and puzzled 
by what appears to be life's incomprehensibles? Are there 
fears and misgivings where there should be confidence and 



promise? Are the griefs, the sorrows, the anxieties and the 
uncertainties blocking out of your life the hopes, the joys, 
the high expectations which seem rightfully yours? Is there 
darkness where there should be light? Is there chill where 
there should be warmth? Do you feel disheartened? Are you 
tempted to give up? 

Don't do it! Listen to the words of God's great prophet, 
speaking to his fellow countrymen who were living under 
the most desperate conditions conditions full of menace, 
and wearied and weakened by fears and anxieties: 

"Behold your God! Behold, the Lord God will come with 
a strong hand. It is He that sitteth upon the circles of the 
earth; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spread- 
eth them out as a tent to dwell in. 

"Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created 
these things, that bringeth out their host by number: He 
calleth them all by names: by the greatness of His might, for 
that He is strong in power, not one faileth. 

"Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the ever- 
lasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary? He giveth power to the faint; 
and to them that have no might He increaseth strength. 

"Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary, they shall walk, and 
not faint." 

Take heart, my friend behold your God! 
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BEFORE THE IRON GATE 
They came to the iron gate . . . Acts 12: 10. 

This concerns Peter. He was the only man there, the only 
one that might have been seen by the prison guards. Yet there 
was Someone else "They carne." 

Peter was in prison. Herod was determined that he should 
stay there, and had taken every precaution to prevent his 
escape. But one night when Peter was asleep an angel came 
and awakened him, loosed his shackles, and led him through 
the prison ward to the great iron gate. The gate was the im- 
passible barrier. But when the angel led Peter to it, something 
happened it opened as of its own accord, which means 
that there was no explanation of the opening. 

Have we not often had experiences like that? We came to 
the end of the path; there was nothing more to be done; but 
something was done for us, and the iron gate opened as by a 
miracle. There have been many times in my life when it 
seemed to me that I was shut in, when it seemed as though 
every door was closed before me; and then suddenly, in some 
unexpected direction, a door would open. How often, when 
our way ahead looks dark, some Divine providence changes 
the outlook. The restricted view opens into a wider vision. 
The cul-de-sac becomes an open road. The iron gate swings 
ajar, and we step out into a new-found hope, with the prom- 
ise of a brighter future. 

God is all the while doing for us the unexpected thing. 
When jailUke circumstances close around us and there seems 
to be no way out, it is then that God comes to us in some 
unexpected way. If we trust Him, there will always be the 
unseen Someone at our side when we come to the impassible 
barrier. He will put forth His mighty hand and bring the 
surprising deliverance; the thing that seemed impossible will 
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be done; the unsurmountable obstacle, like the great iron 
gate, will swing back and be removed. 

It is not for us to bother about the iron gate; our main con- 
cern should be to hold on to our faith and be in condition to 
walk through it when it opens. And it will open! When we 
are at the end of our own resources, God delights to over- 
whelm us with the riches of His love and rnercy. 

You can be sure of it, God will not fail you when you stand 
baffled and helpless before the iron gate. 



BEYOND SIGHT AND SENSE 
In my Father's house are many mansions. John 14: 2. 

On one occasion Sir Oliver Lodge, the great scientist, 
was speaking on the immensity and magnificance of the uni- 
verse. In the course of his address he paused, and with a deep- 
ened intensity in his voice, said: "Have no fear, there is no 
rightful demand you can make upon this universe that it will 
not fulfill" 

The Christian faith affirms that we live in a universe that is 
a house of many mansions. What we see of it is but 
a small part of what there is to see. Beyond the frontiers of 
sight and sense lies a spiritual realm infinite in its reaches and 
inexhaustible in its riches. Much of what is there must seem 
puzzling from this side, and many of our eager questions 
must go unanswered. But, recurring to Sir Oliver Lodge's 
statement about the physical universe, there is no rightful 
expectation we can have towards the spiritual universe that 
it will not fulfill. 

At the end of life's journey we come to what appears to 
our mortal sense to be a terminus. We call it death. The Chris- 
tian faith says that death is not a terminus, that it is but pass- 
ing through a dark entry, out of one little dusky room of 
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the Father's house into another that is fair and large, light- 
some and glorious one that will fulfill our highest expecta- 
tions. Think of going to sleep and waking up in such a room. 
That, says the Christian faith, is death. 

We sometimes congratulate ourselves at the moment of 
waking from a troubled dream. It may be so the moment 
after death. 

Just think 

Of Stepping on shore 
And finding it Heaven; 
Of taking hold of a hand 
And finding it God's hand; 
Of breathing a new air 
And finding it Celestial air; 
Of feeling invigorated 
And finding it immortality; 
Of passing from storm and 
Tempest to an unbroken calm; 
Of waking up and 
Finding it Home! 

(Author unknown) 



BRIGHTENING UP IN OLD AGE 

Oh spare me, that I may recover strength, before I go hence, and 
be no more. Ps. 39: 13. 

"That I may brighten up," is the marginal reading. 

I like that. Before I go hence and be no more with my fam- 
ily, let me brighten up, and try to brighten up things for 
them. Let me not cast over them the shadow of my funeral 
before the event occurs. Lift up Thou the light of Thy coun- 
tenance upon me, O Lord, and put gladness in my heart (Ps. 
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One could see the light of the divine countenance in the 
face of a saintly woman who was celebrating her loist birth- 
day. Sitting before her birthday cake in the soft glow of the 
lighted candles, with a sweet smile on her face and gray hairs 
silvering over her brow, she looked beautiful! Like a lighted 
candle in a holy place, so was the beauty of her aged face. 

Facing life's eventide with the beauty of a lovely spirit 
shining through her features, this aged saint has .something 
to say to those who regard old age as a calamity and want to 
keep looking young. 

Each age has its own peculiar charms. When the charms 
of youth are gone, one can make middle age or old age radiant 
with its own natural bloom. 

There is beauty in the oldest face if it is not distorted by 
an ugly spirit. 

The apostle Peter offers the best beauty secret: "You are 
not to adorn yourselves on the outside with braids of hair 
and ornaments of gold and changes of dress, but inside, in 
the heart, with the immortal beauty of a gentle, modest spirit." 

Note that he speaks of a beauty that is immortal. Here is 
beauty that does not fade with age the beauty of a gentle, 
modest spirit. 

A beautiful spirit will cause any face, young or old, to glow 
with beauty. 

There is nothing brighter in this world than a bright old 
age. 

If you have come to a good old age, you have no occasion 
for being sad and gloomy. Hold on to your faith in God, and 
brighten up! You have God's promise that the best is yet to 
be. 

If life be good as bud and blossom, why shouldn't it be 
good when fully ripe and waiting to be gathered? 



CHRIST AND CHRISTIANS 

And he entered into a house, and would have no man know It; but 
he could not be hid. Mark 7: 24. 

It never can be kept quiet for long when Jesus enters into 
any house. The neighbors will find out that He is there. They 
will sense a difference in the spirit and atmosphere of the 
home. The family in whose house Jesus abides will disclose 
His presence. 

If Jesus is in your home, it will become known. 

If Christ has entered into your heart and life, it will be- 
come known. 

Love itself is invisible, but wherever it dwells it produces 
such effects that its presence becomes known. It makes one 
gentle, kindly, thoughtful, unselfish fills his heart with de- 
sires to do good, makes him eager to be helpful to others. 
That is the difference Christ makes in a life, for where He is 
love is! 

"He could not be hid." 

You can't hide a rose. Wherever you put it, its fragrance 
will reveal its presence. So it is of Jesus, the Rose of Sharon. 
There is a fragrance about Him that always reveals His 
presence. 

When He was here in the flesh, there was something about 
Jesus that made His presence known wherever He went. 
There was something about Him which seemed to change 
the atmosphere in every home or circle into which He came; 
something that caused the poorest of people, despised pub- 
licans, outcast sinners, ostracized lepers, to take heart and 
hope. 

I know many Christians like that. Moving among the weak, 
the sick, the unfortunate, the discouraged, they unconsciously 
bring to them strength, health, and hope. You feel their good- 
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ness the moment you come Into their presence. Their pres- 
ence is like a breath from heaven. They radiate an Influence 
which makes you feel that you are not far from the gates of 
paradise. If you are down in the dumps and feel blue, they lift 
you Into a brighter and happier mood. They make you feel 
that It is good to be alive, that life is good despite all its woes 
and sorrows. 

These people make Christianity meaningful in the world. 
They are the true and effective interpreters of Christ. 



CHRISTIAN GRACES IN BUSINESS 

Be clothed with compassion, kindliness, humility, gentleness, and 
good temper forbear and forgive each other in any case of com- 
plaint. Col. 3: 12-13 (Moffatt). 

The Christian graces are here conceived of as clothing. 
You are to put on these graces and wear them as habitually 
as you put on and wear your clothes. Paul is not addressing 
a women's missionary society, he is speaking to men engaged 
in business they are to wear these graces as they go about 
their daily business. 

To some it may seem absurd to talk about these exalted 
graces in connection with business; they regard business as a 
cold, hard, matter-of-fact thing to which only a temper of 
severity is suited. It Is true that business involves competi- 
tion. But that is no reason why businessmen should stand over 
against one another like enemies. For men to be continually 
facing one another in an hostile attitude, with stern faces and 
drawn fists, cannot but have a corrosive effect upon their 
lives. Whatever advantages may be gained by this practice, 
if ever any, it cannot compensate one for the ill effects he 
suffers in consequence thereof. 

The model businessman is he who, in the din and battle 
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of the market and street, knows how to bear himself toward 
his fellows with justice, charity, kindliness, humility, gentle- 
ness, and good temper. In any case of complaint, he forbears 
and forgives. Yes, and forgets. He is not like the old man 
who had a case of complaint against a competitor. He was 
taken sick, and the doctor said he was going to die. His com- 
petitor called to see him and said, "My neighbor, I don't 
want you to die feeling hard towards me, and I have come to 
ask you to forgive me." The old man replied, "Well, if I die, 
I forgive you; but if I get well, I don't." 

Ready to forgive any offense against him, the model busi- 
nessman never willingly gives offense. Abraham Lincoln said 
on one occasion, "Gentlemen, so long as I have been in the 
White House I have never willingly planted a thorn in any 
man's bosom." If every businessman followed this rule, what 
a difference it would make in the world of business. 

If you want to get along and be happy in your business 
life, carry the Christian graces over into your business. No- 
where are these graces more appropriate, or more effective, 
than in the marts of trade and commerce. 



CHRIST KEEPS US THINKING OF OTHERS 

The woman left her water-pot, and went away Into the city, and 
saith to the people, Come, see a man, who told me all things that I 
did. John 4: 28-29. 

Passing through Samaria, Jesus and the disciples came to a 
city called Sychar. Near by was Jacob's well, and here Jesus 
sat down to rest, while the disciples went into the city to buy 
food. As He sat there a woman came to draw water. Jesus 
said to her, "Give me to drink." The woman was astonished, 
seeing that He was a Jew, and Jews had no dealings with 
Samaritans. Jesus began talking to her about the living water, 
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saying, "Every one that drinketh of this water shall thirst 
again; but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him 
shall become in him a well of water springing up unto eternal 
life." The woman said, "Give me this water." 

After some further conversation, the woman went into the 
city and invited her neighbors to come with her to the well 
to see Christ. "And from that city many of the Samaritans 
believed on Him because of the word of the woman. And 
they besought Him to abide with them; and he abode there 
two days. And many more believed. And they said to the 
woman, Now we believe, not because of thy speaking: for 
we have heard for ourselves, and know that this is indeed the 
Savior of the world" (vv. 39-41). 

This is an intriguing story. It has been the basis of many 
a sermon, and has been celebrated in many poems. Jesus 
talked with a woman at a village well, and His words caused 
to spring up within her a "well" from which flowed waters 
that healed her soul. Someone has written a haunting little 
song: "Jesus gave her water, that was not in the well. She 
went away singing, she came back bringing others, for the 
water that was not in the well." 

She came back bringing others. Jesus always starts one 
thinking of others. Andrew found Christ, and immediately he 
went out and brought unto Him his brother, Simon Peter. 
Christ found Philip. Philip found Nathaniel, and said to him, 
"Come and see" (John i: 37-46). 

You can't keep Christ to yourself and keep Him. 

As long as we keep Him, Christ keeps us thinking of others. 



45 



CHRISTIAN LIFE A DEDICATED LIFE 

My brothers, I appeal to you, by all the mercy of God, to dedicate 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, consecrated and acceptable to God* 
Rom. 12: i (Moffart). 

Christianity calls us to a life of faith and service. 

We are not here merely to get on in the world and make 
a comfortable place for ourselves. It is dishonoring to God 
to live a selfish and self-centered life. If we would honor God, 
we must be constantly extending our love, thoughts and 
activities to our neighbors and fellowmen; we must share 
in Christ's redeeming work; we must make it our first busi- 
ness to promote and build the kingdom of God in the world. 

The most successful man is not the man who makes the 
most money. I know many men whom I consider successful. 
Many of these are not very successful in making money. 
Others of them are quite successful. But their chief interest is 
not money. They regard money as but a means to an end. 
Their greatest satisfaction is in doing things for others 
their families, their neighbors, people in need, the community, 
benevolent causes, the cause of Christ. They are men dedi- 
cated to service to them business is but a means of service. 

The Christian faith, sincerely adhered to and practiced, 
makes a tremendous difference in our lives. It gives us a new 
reason for living. It gives us a new confidence in the triumph 
of good over evil, right over wrong, truth over falsehood, 
love over hate. It gives us a new idea of God and our rela- 
tion to Him. It inspires us with a new sense of duty and 
responsibility. The result is that it makes us better parents, 
better neighbors, better citizens, better servants of humanity. 

We must show our Christian faith by a genuine dedication 
to the Christian concept of life and service. We must respond 
with our whole heart and soul to Paul's appeal to dedicate 
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our bodies as a living sacrifice, consecrated and acceptable 
to God. 

It all sums up to this Christian life is a dedicated life. 

Christianity is under attack today from atheistic forces. 
Because of this, we need more than ever to dedicate our lives 
to Christ and His cause. We must hold fast to our belief in 
God, and go on to prove our Christian faith by consecrated 
Christian life and Christian service. 



CONQUER THOSE LIONS 

Then went Samson down to Timnath, and, behold, a young lion 
roared against him. Judg. 14: 5. 

All of life's roads are infested with lions. The road we call 
"Lovers' Lane" is no exception. Samson was going down to 
Timnath on a courting mission when that young lion roared 
against him. Even in the attempt to realize love's dreams, there 
is always to be found a lion in the path. 

None of life's dreams can be realized without a struggle. 
There is no path a man can take in which his progress, some- 
where along the line, will not be disputed. 

Ask the men who have attained success in business, and 
they will tell you of many lions that roared against them 
along their way. And they will tell you of hard fights they 
had to put up to overcome those lions. There is no way by 
which one can get on and get ahead in the world without 
meeting and overcoming difficulties. 

The same thing applies to spiritual progress. One never 
gets far along the pathway in spiritual life before he hears 
the roar of the lion; for "our adversary the devil, as a roar- 
ing lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (I, 
Pet. 5: 8). Here, as in practical life, the path of least resist- 
ance is not the path that leads to high attainments and 
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achievements. Ask those who have excelled in spiritual life 
and service, and they will tell you of many hard battles they 
had to fight, of many fierce lions they had to conquer. 

Go at this life where you will, in market, profession, trade, 
or religion, you will need always to have your courage with 
you. It is the common lot of all men that they have to fight 
against temptations, trials, hindrances, disasters, losses, disap- 
pointments. In all directions, life means a battle with lions. 

Where others have fought and won, you can! Let the lions 
roar. Stand your ground, and fight. Conquer those lions. 

The lions are too strong for me, you say. You needn't tell 
me that I know. But I know "the Lion of the tribe of Judah" 
(Rev. 5: 5), and "in Him who strengthens me, I am able for 
anything" (Phil. 4: 13) any lion that may roar against me. 
For any battle you have to fight, you can, if you will, have 
the strength of the Strong Son of God. 



DARKNESS DEMANDS OUTLOOK OF FAITH 

The Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. 
. . . Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem. Jer. i: 9, 2. 

Never was there a prophet who faced a more discouraging 
situation than did Jeremiah, when he was sent to cry in the 
ears of Jerusalem the words the Lord put in his mouth. 
Within the nation there was a tragic breakdown of morals, 
and from without they were faced with an invasion which 
was about to "break forth upon all the inhabitants of the 
land." Yet in that dark time Jeremiah achieved a ministry 
which stands out as one of the most courageous and inspiring 
chapters in Hebrew history. The nation refused to heed his 
message, and apparently his ministry was a complete fail- 
ure. But the principles and ideals he proclaimed have an 



biding value, and through the centuries have provided 

light for the guidance of men and nations. 

Jeremiah has been called "the prophet of gloom." The fact 
;, he was the one true optimist of his time. He lived in a dark 
me, and he recognized the darkness; but he saw beyond the 
arkness the break of a new day. He saw his land in ruins, 
ut he saw more than that he saw God in the midst of the 
lins. And he declared that God would ultimately restore 
le land and bring peace to His people. In view of the dense 
arkness of the hour, that was high optimism! 

We need today men of such faith and optimism as that 
r hich marked Jeremiah's ministry. A storm of hate and vio- 
;nce is sweeping over the world. The rain is descending, the 
oods are raging, and it seems as though the world is about 
> be engulfed in a deluge of destruction and ruin, and men's 
earts are failing them for fear. But Jesus sits as King of the 
ood. Once in obedience to His command the sea lay still at 
[is feet. He will not now suffer His cause to be swept from 
le earth. 

This is no time for pessimism and despair. This is the hour 
>r the man of faith, the man who has the faith and courage 
) stand with Chesterton, and say: "Though giant rains put 
at the sun, Here stand I for a sign. Though earth be filled 
ith waters dark, My cup is filled with wine. Tell to the 
'enabling priests that here Under the deluge rod, One name- 
;ss, tattered, broken man, Stood up and drank to God." 

In dark times, the darkness demands the outlook of faith. 



ASTER IN WINTER 

They came to the tomb at the rising of the sun. Mark 16: 2. 

When they came to the tomb they found a surprising 
ling the tomb was empty! 
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A spring sunrise. Resurrection and new life the Easter 
message. 

We need the Easter message in winter as much as in the 
spring, if not more. In the spring we see all nature bursting 
forth into new life. The resurrection of life in nature helps 
us to believe in the resurrection of human life. 

It is different in winter, the trees stripped of their leaves, 
bleakness and barrenness everywhere, nothing to suggest 
resurrection and new life. 

Our loved ones pass away in wintry weather. We take them 
on a cold winter day and lay them in a cold grave. Our bodies 
are chilled and our hearts. We are left stunned, broken- 
hearted, with an empty, lonely feeling. 

We return home, and wander aimlessly in the broken 
household. Out of the depths of our heart we cry with Job, 
"If a man die, shall he live again?" Then, like the sun break- 
ing through the clouds and lighting up a dark winter day, 
comes that hope-inspiring declaration of Christ: "I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on me, though he 
die, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth on 
me shall never die" (John n: 25-26). 

After Christ was buried in the tomb, the last word was 
death. After Easter, the last word is life. Life not death. 
Not annihilation but everlasting life, not the end of day but 
daybreak, not the gloom of winter but the gladness of 
spring, not exit but entrance, entrance into the Father's house. 

Easter changed shame to glory, fear to faith, despair to 
gladness, sunset to sunrise. 

To the penitent man who died by His side on the cross, 
Christ said, "Today shalt thou be with me in paradise" (Luke 
23: 43). Today! not in some dim, distant future. They 
would meet in paradise, which means recognition, means 
that we shall know each other in heaven means that you 
will see again your loved one lost for a while. 
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XCHANGING GOD FOR OTHER GODS 

Their sorrows shall be multiplied that exchange the Lord for 
.other god. Ps. 16: 4. 

You may see many today whose sorrows have been mul- 
plied as the result of this exchange exchanging God 
>r some other god. 

Making a god of money has multiplied the sorrows of our 
;neration. Because of the worship of Mammon, fidelity and 
>nesty and truthfulness in dealings have retreated to such 
i extent as to endanger the whole structure of society. We 
jed to be reminded of Paul's words: "They that are minded 
be rich fall into a temptation and a snare and many foolish 
id hurtful lusts, such as drown men in destruction and per- 
tion. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils; 
hich some reaching after have been led astray from the 
ith, and have pierced themselves through with many sor- 
ws" (I Tim. 6: 9-10, A. S. Version). Ministers need to 
lard against this danger. Paul goes on to urge the young 
mister Timothy: "Shun that, O man of God, aim at integ- 
:y, godliness, faith, love, stedfastness, modesty" (v. 11, Mof- 
tt). 

And there are Christ's words touching this matter of 
oney worship: "No one can serve two masters: either he 
ill hate one and love the other, or else he will stand by the 
ie and despise the other you cannot serve both God and 
ammon" (Matt. 6: 24, Moffatt). 

Another popular god is pleasure men and women "pre- 

rring pleasure to God." Many of these "keep up a form of 

ligion, but have nothing to do with it as a force" (II Tim. 

4-5, Moffatt). You can judge of the sorrows that multiply 

these pleasure worshippers from Paul's description of the 



woman who lives for pleasure: "She that giveth herself to 
pleasure is dead while she Hveth" (I Tim. 5: 6). 

Many people have exchanged the Lord for the god of edu- 
cation and culture. We admire culture. Education is good. 
But we can gain much knowledge and acquire a high degree 
of culture, and yet go wrong in life. Many tragedies and 
sorrows have resulted from education of the head without 
education of heart, culture of the mind without culture of 
the conscience. That is the kind of education and culture we 
get when God is ignored and left out. 

"Where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? let them 
arise, if they can save thee in the time of thy trouble" (Jer. 
2: 28). 



FAITH TO ASK, FAITH TO RECEIVE 

According to your faith be it unto you. Matt. 9: 29. 

Jesus had just performed four miracles in answer to faith. 

"There came a certain ruler, and worshipped Him, saying, 
My daughter is even now dead; but come and lay thy hand 
upon her, and she shall live." When Jesus came to the ruler's 
house, "He went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid 
arose." 

While He was on the way to the ruler's house, "a woman, 
which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came 
behind Him, and touched His garment: for she said within 
herself, If I may but touch His garment, I shall be whole. 
But Jesus turned Him about, and when He saw her, He said, 
Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee 
whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour." 

Next He restored sight to two blind men. They came to 
Him, "crying, and saying, Thou son of David, have mercy 
on us. And when He was come into the house, the blind men 
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came to Him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye that I am 
able to do this? They said unto Him, Yea, Lord. Then 
touched He their eyes, saying, According to your faith be 
it unto you. And their eyes were opened." 

God can give you no greater blessing than you believe He 
can give. He cannot bestow on you anything greater than 
you are able to receive by faith. 

Prayer is a recognition of our need, of our dependence 
upon God. In praying we give God a chance to employ His 
powers to relieve our distress and to supply our need. It is 
not a question of whether God is able to help us; it is only a 
question of our wills will we give Him access to our needs? 

Giving God access to our needs, permitting Him to exer- 
cise His own power in dealing with them, leaving it to Him 
to deal with them in His own time and way, according to 
His goodness and wisdom that is the one great and funda- 
mental question in connection with prayer. 

What God does for us, is not only a question of our faith 
to ask, but of our faith to receive. We may ask, and not have 
faith to believe we shall receive. We may ask, and doubt that 
God is able to do what we ask. "He that beHeveth, and shall 
not doubt in his heart," Jesus says, "shall have whatsoever 
he saith" (Mark, n: 23). 



FOUR DISCOVERIES 

Wait on the Lord, and keep His way, and He shall exalt thee to 
inherit the land. Ps. 37: 34. 

In George Macdonald's Robert Falconer there is a passage 
in which he tells of four discoveries made by Falconer dur- 
ing the six weeks of his Alpine seclusion: 

First, that a man's business is to do the will of God. 

Second, that God takes upon Himself the care of the man. 
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Third, therefore, that a man must never be afraid of any- 
thing; and so 

Fourth, be left free to love God with all his heart, and 
his neighbor as himself. 

He who has made these discoveries, has discovered life 
at its highest and best, in its fullest and richest meaning. 

That second discovery must not be taken as implying that 
God guarantees unbroken prosperity to the man who does 
His will. However, the man who has committed himself to 
God and makes it his chief business to do His will, can rest 
assured that God will take care of him. 

There is never any occasion for such a man to be afraid of 
anything. He may often be confronted with danger; he may 
suffer many privations and hardships; he may endure affliction 
and sorrow; but God will make these experiences contribute 
to his good and usefulness. He will know what Paul meant 
when he said: "We know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God" (Rom. 8: 28). 

The man who puts his life in God's hands, will know how 
to be content with such things as he has, relying on God's 
promise, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb. 
13: 5). Being free from care and worry about himself, and 
not afraid of anything, he is left free to love God and his 
neighbor, to devote himself to the service of God and his 
fellowmen. 

In these confused and stressful times, people are looking 
for something that will bring peace and rest to their souls; 
they want to know how to live confidently. When one has 
made Falconer's four discoveries, he begins to live confi- 
dently; he has the answer to that universal desire of men and 
women for restful confidence. His life being committed to 
God, he has the answer to Tolstoy's question, "What is there 
that I can commit myself to, of such a kind that even death 
does not daunt or disturb me?" 
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GOD OUR CONFIDENCE 

Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the storm of the wicked, 
when it cometh: for the Lord will be thy confidence, and will keep 
thy foot from being taken. Prov. 3: 26. 

To have God as your confidence takes the fear out of life 
and gives you a sure footing. Let the storm of the wicked 
rage, He will keep your foot from being taken. 

"A man's goings are established of the Lord, and he de- 
lighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly 
cast down; for the Lord upholdeth him with His hand" (Ps. 
37; 23-24). 

"He has said, I will never, never, let go thy hand" (Heb. 
13:5, Weymouth). 

I watched my children and grandchildren learn to walk. 
I saw how father and mother were the child's confidence. 
One would hold the child by the hand and help him to stand 
on his feet and get balanced. The other sat a little distance 
away with hands outstretched, thus assuring him that he 
would be caught and kept from falling if he stumbled. That 
gave him confidence to make the great adventure. 

That illustrates how God is our confidence. It is expressed 
in a song that says: "My heavenly Father holds my hand in 
His, He will direct my steps, He will not let me fall, He will 
hold me fast. Though dark my way, I will not be afraid, He 
holds my hand in His." 

There are various things which people depend upon and 
make their confidence health, strength, ability, money and 
the prospect of making more. These things play an important 
part in life. They are assets that may well give one a degree 
of assurance. But about them there is an element of uncer- 
tainty. One's health may fail, and that will break down or 
lessen his capabilities. Financial resources are subject to a 
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thousand accidents. None of these assets, not all of them com- 
bined, can supply one with the confidence he needs to sustain 
him and carry him through life. 

There is only one sufficient and enduring confidence 
God and what He can mean in a human life. Gladstone was 
one day showing a visitor through the grounds around his 
home. They came to a stone pillar on which were inscribed 
the words, "The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath 
are the everlasting arms" (Deut. 33: 27). Pointing to those 
words, the great statesman said, "There is my confidence." 



GOD OUR STRENGTH 

The Lord is my strength. . , . Ps. 28: 7. 

Primitive man believed that if one ate the flesh of a strong 
animal he would acquire the strength of that animal. 

We do get strength from meat physical strength. But 
we need soul strength, as well as physical strength. God is 
the soul's meat and drink. Feed on Him, His word, His truth, 
and the soul will be made strong with His strength. 

"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matt. 4: 4) . 

We hear today much about vitamins and foods enriched 
with vitamins, and the strength-giving value of these foods. 
It is well to give attention to this. We need to keep ourselves 
physically fit.^But we also need to keep ourselves spiritually 
fit. That calls for spiritual vitamins, and to get these we must 
feed our souls on food enriched with spiritual truth. 

In this world, in which we are beset by so many tempta- 
tions and so many troubles, where we are constantly under 
such strain and stress, we need to draw on a source of strength 
above and beyond ourselves. God is that source. 

If we are receptive to the power of God, we will partake 
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of His strength in proportion to our capacity to receive it. 

If you look to God and trust Hirrv'open your heart to 
Him, He will give you all the strength you are able to re- 
ceive. Don't think about yourself and how weak you are. 
Think about God and how strong He is. Focus your atten- 
tion on* God's available strength. Wait on Him in prayer. 

"They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint" (Isa. 40: 31). " 

This was Isaiah's way of expressing his belief in God's 
strengthening power. 

With God as our strength, we can go out into the world 
with gladness in our hearts and a song of victory upon our 
lips. "The Lord is my strength; therefore my heart greatly 
rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise Him." 



GOD OUR HELP IN TROUBLE,, 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Ps. 46: i. 

God is a very present help in trouble, but we can let bitter- 
ness keep Him at a distance and miss His help. 

Young Joseph Scriven was deeply in love with a beauti- 
ful young woman. The marriage plans had been made. While 
they were awaiting their wedding day, she was drowned. For 
months he was bitter, in utter despair. At last he turned to 
Christ, and through His grace came peace and comfort. Out 
of this experience he wrote that beloved hymn which has 
brought peace and comfort to millions of distraught and ach- 
ing hearts: "What a Friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and 
griefs to bear!" 

Sometimes life's way is a sunlit road. It was so for Joseph 
Scriven as he approached his wedding day. But there are times 
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when our way leads through the dark waters of loss, disap- 
pointment, sorrow. 

In all of our trials and sorrows, it is within our power to 
turn them all into occasions for a firmer grasp of God, and so 
to make them channels through which a surer and brighter 
hope may flow into our souls. 

Business losses, the troubles that lay us low, the sorrows 
that rob our homes of their light, are turned into a blessing to 
those who by them become the less attached to the earth and 
the more attached to God. 

Trouble will not hurt you unless it does what, alas! many 
of us too often allow it to do unless it hardens you, makes 
you sour, bitter and sceptical. 

The trouble we bear trustfully brings to us a new vision of 
God, and in consequence thereof a new outlook on life. 

If we make our sorrow an occasion for learning more of 
God's love and of His power to aid and bless, then it will 
teach us to have a firmer confidence in His providence; and 
the result of this will be to fill the sky of our life with a 
brighter sun. 

Trust with a childlike dependence on God, and no trouble 
can destroy you. Even in that last dark hour of death, when 
"your flesh and your heart fail," you will be able still to rely 
with peace upon Him who has said, "I will be the strength of 
thy heart and thy portion for ever" (Ps. 73: 26). 



GOD AND YOU 
Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you. Jas. 4: 8. 

This means that each of us can come close to God, with 
the assurance that He will come close to us so close that 
we become conscious of an intimate, personal relationship 
with Him. 
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It is the greatest experience one can know, to have this 
sense of a personal relationship between God and himself. 
The conception is freighted with rich meaning for everyone 
of us, for me, for you. 

Your life is closely bound up with the life of God, because 
in Him you live and move and have your being. He breathed 
into you the breath of life. He has put something within you 
that is like unto Himself, something capable of a rich devel- 
opment into the quality of godlike character. 

Because God is the giver and source of your life, He has a 
legitimate claim upon your life. He is your Father, and He 
has the right to expect you to be a loyal child. Because you 
are His child, He longs for fellowship with you. 

The story of the Prodigal Son is a revelation of God's de- 
sire for human fellowship, even that of His children who 
have wandered far from His presence. 

A picture we see all through the Bible, is the picture of 
God's persistency in pursuing misguided and obstinate hu- 
manity, men and women born to a great destiny as sons 
and daughters of God but in danger of missing its realization. 
Throughout the Holy Writings, from Genesis to Revelation, 
God is ever saying to His wayward children, "Return unto 
me, and I will return unto you." 

You are God's child, and He wants your companionship. 
He wants to have you close to Him, wants to be a father to 
you, to shield you, to counsel you, to help you make your 
way through life. 

Look to God as your Father, put your trust in Him, and 
you will come to know Him in the close, intimate com- 
panionship of Father and child, you will have a child's sense 
of His personal interest in you. The story of your life will 
begin to be that of two God and you. 
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GOD THE JOY-MAKER 

The Lord made them joyful Ezra 6: 22. 

God is ever seeking to make His children joyful 

There is a kind of joy that is coarse and vulgar the kind 
people find in fleshly indulgence, drinking bouts, revelry, 
and the like. Such joys poison the springs of life, so that in 
the end their sweets are turned into bitterness. As Solomon 
said, "The end of that mirth is heaviness." 

Altogether different is the joyfulness God gives. It has no 
baneful effects upon the soul or the body. The gladness He 
gives is wholesome, rejuvenating, elevating blessed beyond 
utterance. 

To make us glad, God gives us Himself, so that we share 
His grace and love, His goodness and wisdom, the qualities 
and virtues that constitute the basis of every life that is truly 
joyful. Besides this, God gives whatever is contributory to 
our good and happiness. We never know how fully to ap- 
preciate and really enjoy the common goods of life unless 
we recognize them as gifts from God. 

God is the true source of everything that makes us joyful. 
Until we receive Him in our hearts, we cannot be truly and 
perfectly glad. Apart from Him, no earthly goods and de- 
lights will suffice to settle and rejoice our hearts. Enjoyed 
in Him, the smallest blessing is great; without Him, the great- 
est is small. 

We are in the habit of associating God with the sadness of 
life, rather than the gladness of life. It would be a wonderful 
thing if we would learn to link with Him every pleasant 
thing that comes into our lives, everything that makes our 
hearts glad. It is true that God often seems to come nearer to 
us in life's sad hours than at other times, but always He 
comes that He may turn our sadness into gladness. 
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With God ever waiting to make us joyful, it seems strange 
that so many of us go through life joyless and unhappy. If 
we would but appropriate the joys God makes available to us, 
we should not be living sad and mournful lives. 

God wants us to be joyful. Indeed, the gladness of His 
children is an end contemplated in all that He does. He sent 
His beloved Son into the world on a joy-making mission to 
show us the path that leads to happiness, to turn our mourn- 
ing into rejoicing. It is a thought to dwell upon God the 
joy-maker. 



GOD IS STILL THERE 

The Lord was there. Ezek. 35: 10. 

The fact declared here relates to a program of aggression, 
similar to that undertaken by certain modern nations. 

Israel and Judah were in a weakened condition. Edom saw 
in this an opportunity of enriching herself through aggression. 
They said, "These two countries shall be ours, and we will 
possess them." Why not? It seemed easy. But they overlooked 
something "The Lord was there." 

And the Lord had something to say to Edom: "As I live I 
will do according to thine envy. I have heard that which thou 
hast spoken against the mountains of Israel, saying, They are 
laid desolate, they are given us to devour. And ye have mag- 
nified yourselves against me, and have multiplied your words 
against me: I have heard it. Thus saith the Lord God: When 
the whole earth rejoiceth, I will make thee desolate. As thou 
didst rejoice over the inheritance of the house of Israel, be- 
cause it was desolate, so will I do unto thee: thou shalt be 
desolate, O mount Seir, and all Edom, even all of it; and they 
shall know that I am the Lord." 
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Reads as though a description of the desolation visited upon 
aggressor nations of our time, does it not? 

In their calculations the Edomites had failed to take God 
into account. They had looked at the desirable territory, and 
had seen it held only by a weak and broken people, unpre- 
pared to defend themselves. They had failed to see, or had 
ignored the fact, or had counted it as of no moment, that "the 
Lord was there." Yet this was the supreme fact! In the end, 
it proved to be the rock on which Edom was broken. 

Edom was not the last nation to be broken on that rock. On 
that rock Napoleon's dream of empire was shattered. On 
the steppes of Russia God met the little Corporal in his ar- 
rogance met him with snowflakes that proved mightier than 
his armor plate. 

The Kremlin masters of Soviet Russia would do well to 
remember that history. 

Let all men and all nations who aspire to conquest and 
power, ignoring the rights of other men and nations, make 
no mistake about it God is still there! 

It is a lesson written large upon the pages of history: "All 
the nations that forget God shall be turned back unto Sheol" 

(Ps-9: i?)- 



GOD'S PLAN FOR HUMAN SOCIETY 

The creation waits with eager longing for the sons of God to be 
revealed. He decreed of old that those whom He called should share 
the likeness of His Son that He might be the first-born of a great 
brotherhood. Rom. 8: 19, 29 (Moffatt). 

What is the end toward which God is working in human 
society? Even the creation seems to sense that there is some 
hidden plan yet to be revealed, and that it will be revealed in 
human beings exalted to be the sons of God. 
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The assumption of religion is that God is the Father of men. 
All the teachings of religion with respect to man, as to God's 
purpose concerning him and the social order He purposes to 
create, are based on that assumption. 

Science oif ers the postulate that back of creation and the 
forces of nature there is an intelligent power. It is not the 
province of science to supply evidence of religion's postulate 
of a God to whom men are children. However, the evidence 
for an intelligent power working in the world which science 
offers does make such a postulate possible and probable. Scien- 
tists concede this. They see "the whole great drama of evolu- 
tion moving toward the goal of personality the making of 
persons with free intelligent wills, capable of learning nature's 
laws and getting a glimpse of God's purpose in nature and of 
sharing that purpose having part in a great enterprise in 
which a supreme intelligence is working out a hidden plan." 
In all this, science and the Bible are in approximate agreement 
with the diff erence that where science can only speculate 
the Bible has a clear revelation. 

The revelation of the Bible, beginning with dim outlines, 
becomes clear and unmistakable in the life and teachings of 
Christ. Christ shows us God as our Father. You hear Him 
saying, "All ye are brethren, One is your Father" (Matt. 23: 
8-9). In Him we see the power of God reaching out to us in 
love, to redeem us from sin, to reclaim us as His children. We 
see in His personality and life the kind of personality and 
character God is seeking to create in us. Paul speaks to this 
effect: "He decreed of old that those whom He called should 
share the likeness of His Son that He might be the first- 
born of a great brotherhood." Here is a clear picture of the 
kind of society God is seeking to create a society in which 
all shall share the likeness of Christ and be united in a universal 
brotherhood a Christian society. 



GOD STILL RUNS THE WORLD 

The Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men. Dan. 4: 25. 

"Daddy, do the whole world belong to God?" a four-year- 
old Georgia Democrat inquired. 

"Yes," his father told him. 

"Well, why doesn't He get President Roosevelt to run it 
for Him?" 

We smile at that. But it brought to my mind something to 
which, I think, we need to give sober thought. 

Whenever a ruler comes along and catches the popular 
fancy, the tendency is to hail him as a Messiah. But however 
widely and enthusiastically a ruler may be acclaimed, and 
however high the expectations he arouses in the populace, it 
is well for us to remember that he is just a human being. He 
may be able, honest and wise, but he will make mistakes, just 
as all humans do. 

There are no supermen. David prayed, "O Lord, Let the 
nations know themselves to be but men" (Ps. 9: 20). It seems 
that the world is looking for some superman to come along 
who will be able to bring about its salvation. Will men 
never have the understanding rightly to interpret the lessons 
of history? Read the history of the best and wisest rulers, and 
you will find in that history nothing to encourage us to expect 
the world's salvation through human leadership and human 
agencies. 

"The Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men." That 
means that the destiny of the world is in the keeping of a 
higher power and wisdom than humans possess. Our leaders 
and rulers may be wise or foolish, may help or hinder, but 
the final issue of things does not rest in their hands. The 
hand of God is on the helm and pilots the ship of the world's 
course and destiny. 



If all rulers would recognize this fact and look to God for 
wisdom and guidance, we would soon see a happier state of 
things in governmental and world affairs. There would be no 
more Hitlers leading nations down the path of war and de- 
struction. 

How often nations are disappointed in their leaders and 
governments! But when human leaders and human govern- 
ments disappoint us, let us not surrender to despair God 
still runs the world! 



GOD'S WORK STILL GOING ON 

As the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the 
things that are sown in it to spring forth, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations. Isa. 
61: ii. 

Two friends wandered over the scarred warfield. The 
grass was black with powder and with fire that had died out. 
Things that had been men were lying everywhere, and where 
once harvests had ripened in the sunshine was blood and 
wreckage. Overhead, smoke gathered into a pall, and the 
groans of the dying echoed where larks were wont to sing of 
summer. One of the friends, waving his hand over the scene, 
said in an agony of hopelessness, "This is the end of all things 
all that we strove for and dreamed of, all that God meant 
to us, all that on which we built up our hopes of heaven. The 
devil, indeed, has won." But his friend, even amid the horror, 
was smiling. He had seen, bursting among the chaos, the 
petals f a flower the promise of another springtime. "God's 
work is still going on," he said. (Story from a British daily 
paper.) 

Whatever may be the destruction at noonday, and the 
terror that flies by night (Ps. 91: 5-6), the victory is not with 
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Satan, nor with the forces of evil. God lives and reigns, and 
His work is still going on. He is moving in the hearts of men, 
going forth before them, to lead them to battle and victory 
for His truth and His kingdom. 

"As it is with the stricken earth, so 'tis with the souls of 
men." It may be necessary to the soul of man to experience 
a lean time "the winter of our discontent" but that is left 
behind, and somehow the winter is transposed into the sum- 
mertime of the soul. The winter of war and black desolation 
will pass, and there will come a new springtime in the world's 
life. Yes, the daffodils will dance again, and the flowers will 
bloom; there will be the sound of the larks singing of summer, 
and the dove of peace will find a resting-place on earth. 

Let there be no question about it, God's work is still going 
on! Let us repeat this fact to ourselves until it becomes the 
background and the hope of all else the basis of all that we 
strive for and dream of the strength and inspiration of our 
efforts towards peace and the building of a better world the 
signal beckoning us on to the day when "God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations." 



GOD'S PEOPLE BLESSED TO BLESS 

Passing through the valley of Weeping they make it a place of 
springs. Ps. 84: 6. 

These are they that dwell in the house of God, singing 
praise to Him, and drawing strength through communion 
with Him (vv. 4-5). It was delightful to dwell there. The 
fellowship was sweet and uplifting, the spiritual blessings 
received were wonderful. But now you see these worship- 
pers coming out of the place of worship, and coming down 
into the regions of everyday life which is a place of valleys 
valleys of struggle and suffering, of trial and trouble, of tears 
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and sorrow. Passing through these valleys, they make them a 
place of springs. 

This psalni opens with the exclamation, "How amiable are 
thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts!" Amiable indeed is the 
house of God, and it is lovely to be there. How lovely is 
the Sunday hour of worship! The prayers how they lift us 
up. The singing how inspiring. The fellowship how de- 
lightful and blessed. The sermon it feeds the soul and 
warms the heart. But we are not to keep these blessings to 
ourselves. In the divine economy we are blessed to bless. 
"For this is your vocation, to bless and to inherit blessing" 
(I Pet. 3:9). We cease to inherit blessing if we cease from 
our vocation to bless. It is a blessed experience to dwell in 
the house of God. But out yonder is the world of human 
need, and thither duty calls us to fulfill our vocation. 

It is our vocation and high privilege to make the valley of 
weeping a place of springs. What kind of springs? A spring 
of hope seen in our example of trust and confidence. A 
spring of comfort seen in our consolation through divine 
grace. A spring of inspiration seen in our conquest, the vic- 
tory of our faith. A spring of redeeming grace seen in our 
lives redeemed and transformed by the grace of God in 
Christ. By demonstrating the sufficiency of God's grace, dis- 
playing a trustful confidence, fighting and winning battles 
through the power of our faith, we can turn the valley of 
weeping into a place of springs. 

If we are faithful in fulfilling our vocation, we can cause 
springs of revived faith, renewed hope and new joy to spring 
up all along our pathway as we move along our daily rounds, 
in the home, in the shop, in the office, in the marketplace. 



HOW WE MAY HAVE REST FROM FEAR 

The Lord shall give thee rest from thy fear. Isa. 14: 3. 

Our generation certainly needs rest from fear. 

We are witnessing something of what Christ foretold: 
"There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the 
earth distress of nations in perplexity at the roaring of the 
sea and the waves, men fainting with fear and with forebod- 
ing of what is coming on the world" (Luke 21: 25-26, R. S. 
Version) . 

"Fear hath torment" (I John 4: 18). Nothing can be 
more tormenting than fear. Nothing can be more damaging 
to effort. Fear is paralyzing to vigor. 

Jesus was very insistent upon teaching that it was the privi- 
lege and the duty of His disciples to be free from worry and 
fear. 

If you are worried and fearful, listen to His calm- 
ing words: "Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, 
believe also in me" (John 14: i). 

Jesus said, "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom" (Luke 21: 10). But He told His disciples: 
"When you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified" 
(Luke 21: 9) . 

Whatever happens, we are in God's hands. Why should we 
be afraid? 

The heavenly Father has us all in His heart. "Cast all your 
anxieties on Him, for He cares about you" (I Pet. 5: 7). 
Let the worst happen, He will take care of His cause in the 
world. "Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom" (Luke 12: 32). 

The world may be blasted and shattered to bits, but He 
that sits upon the throne will fulfill His declared purpose, 
"Behold, I make all things new" (Rev. 21: 5). 
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We Christians need freedom from worry and fear, that 
we may do our work and bear witness to the sustaining grace 
of God which is sufficient for every need. 

When we rely upon God, we have assurance and peace. 

When we doubt Him, we are anxious, disquieted, uneasy. 

Faith in God, reliance upon His wisdom and His good 
providence, trust in His love therein is found rest from fear. 



HOW TO AVOID GETTING UPSET 

He that believeth shall not make haste. Isa. 28: 16. 

There was never a time when nervous tension got so many 
people down as today, never a time when hospitals for the 
mentally sick were so crowded. 

Every day we hear or read of people cracking up. A man 
in position to know whereof he spoke, said, "Something 
must be done or we are all going to be nervous wrecks." 

Well, what must be done? The only solution of the prob- 
lem is religion. Unless there is a return to religion, we will 
be seeing more and more people cracking up. 

How does religion help? The answer is indicated by the 
text, "He that believeth shall not make haste." The Hebrew 
for "make haste" may be translated "fuss." "He that be- 
lieveth shall not fuss." The meaning is as when we speak of a 
person getting "fussed up," or getting "upset." 

Some people are upset or fussed up nearly all the time. 
They are of a nervous, restless disposition. Over the smallest 
matters they become excited, flustered, fretted. This unfits 
them for work. None of us can do his work efficiently in a 
feverish state of mind. Nothing hinders more in life than 
nervousness. It disquiets the mind, so that we cannot think 
clearly. It weakens us, and makes us susceptible to dark fore- 
bodings, yes, and to all sorts of disease germs. 



The man who accomplishes the most, is the quiet, calm 
man. He does not fume and froth and fuss over what he has 
to do, but he gets it done all the sooner and all the better. 
Besides, having peace and calm in his heart, he has a saner 
outlook on life and the world; he doesn't give in to pessi- 
mism when the days are evil and dark. His state of mind 
contributes to his physical strength and health. Indeed, he 
is a better man for all the purposes of life. 

There is one sure source of such peace and calmness. "He 
that believeth." That is, he who has his mind fixed on God. 
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 
on Thee" (Isa. 26: 3). The man whose mind is stayed on 
God, does not get "fussed up." He keeps a cool head, keeps 
on an even keel. He has himself under control annoyances 
do not upset him. 

This tells you how to avoid getting upset* 



HOW TO LIVE CONFIDENTLY 

We are always confident. II Cor. 5: 6. 

Many people today, harassed by fears and anxieties, are 
searching for the secret of having peace of mind and living 
confidently. Paul discovered the secret long ago. He lived 
confidently. What was his secret? 

1. There is the problem of sin and a guilty conscience. 
Consciousness of guilt makes one nervous, restless, uneasy. 
You can't live confidently haunted by the spectre of guilt. 
Over against this problem Paul placed the gospel of Divine 
forgiveness through Christ. Christ cleanses from sin and 
frees the soul from guilt. 

2. Over against the problem of trouble and suffering, Paul 
puts a wise, good Father who overrules all things for the 
highest good of His children, declaring, "We know that all 
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things work together for good to them that love God." His 
plans were often changed by one adverse circumstance or 
another. He endured all manner of hardships and suffered 
many disappointments. But through all, he had experienced 
the companionship and help of God, and had come to see the 
working of divine grace and wisdom in all that befell him. 
So he could say, "Therefore we are always confident." 

3. The fear of death can disquiet us and take away our con- 
fidence. Over against this fear, Paul puts the eternal home of 
the soul. He declares: "I know that if this earthly tent of 
mine is taken down, I get a home from God, made by no 
human hands, eternal in the heavens" (II Cor. 5: i, Moffatt). 
He had faced death many times, but death had no terror for 
him this gleaming vision of the eternal home of the soul 
had robbed death of its ugliness and horror. He knew that 
this life was a very uncertain thing, but he knew that not 
even death could "separate us from the love of God in 
Christ." And so again, facing this last great enemy, he could 
say, "Therefore we are always confident." 

This great apostle sounded to the deepest depths the 
problems of life and death, and he found nothing to be 
afraid of. May it be given to you, my friend, to have that 
faith in God that will enable you to face life's uncertainties 
and be always confident to have that continuing con- 
fidence that will carry you through life, fearing nothing and 
living confidently. 



HOW THINGS WORK FOR OUR GOOD 

We know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God. Rom. 8: 28. 

People suffer some misfortune, and come to me with these 
words, asking for an explanation. How can this thing work 



for my good? they ask. The answer is, it can't not of itself. 
Only God can make it work good for you, and He can't do 
it unless you co-operate and work together with Him. 

In one ancient manuscript of the New Testament, God's 
name appears in the text in the nominative case, placing "all 
things" in the objective case, making the sentence read, 
"God worketh all things. . . ." It is not a haphazard work- 
ing. It is not a matter of chance. God is in control of things. 

That, to me, is a comforting thought, to feel that God is 
behind "all things" that touch my life, that He is controlling 
and directing all those things. 

Things happen to me that I can't understand, can't see how 
they can result in any good for me. But I never doubt God's 
love. I know He loves me, and I confide in His love. I know 
His purpose toward me is good, and I rely on that. I may 
not in the hour of my trial be able to see His design, but I 
know it must be something in accord with His purpose of 
love. Though I don't know His design, I know He knows, 
and that's enough for me. 

Coming back to the text, the Greek word translated "to- 
gether" is capable of being translated "together with." This 
would make the text read, "God worketh all things for good 
together with them that love Him." For your good God 
may permit some affliction to come upon you. You must work 
with Him in that affliction if it is to bring good to you. If you 
are rebellious and do not co-operate with Him, that afflic- 
tion, instead of working good, will tend to work in the op- 
posite direction; it may sour your disposition and embitter 
your life. 

There are goods which God bestows on the just and unjust 
alike (Matt. 5: 45). But the highest good God has to bestow 
is reserved for those who love Him and work together with 
Him in all of life's experiences, to the end that His purposes 
of love may be fulfilled in their lives. 



I AM SURE OF GOD 

I know whom I have trusted, and I am certain that He is able to 
keep what I have put into His hands, till the great Day. II Tim. i: 
12 (Moffatt). 

Someone asked Robert Browning whether, In all the 
poetry he had written, there were any lines which expressed 
in a few words all that was fundamental to his thought 
and life. He said, a Yes," and quoted the lines: "He at least 
believed in soul, Was very sure of God." 

It is a great thing to be able to say that you are sure of 
God. The man who is able to say this, without any faltering 
of voice, has a confidence nothing can shake, a peace noth- 
ing can disturb. It is because men do not believe in God with 
a sure and certain confidence, that they fret over the mis- 
fortunes of today, and are worried about what may happen 
tomorrow. 

I take my stand with Browning I am sure of God. 

Being sure of God what? 

1. 1 cast all my anxieties on Him, in the confidence that His 
great interest is in me (I Pet. 5: 7, Moffatt). 

2. I know He will make all things work together for my 
good, in accordance with His purpose of love (Rom. 8: 28). 

3. I am content to leave with Him the care of my life, 
"certain that He is able to keep what I have put into His 
hands." 

4. I am not afraid of death. "God will redeem my soul 
from the power of Sheol; for He will receive me" (Ps. 49: 
15). "O death where is your victory? The victory is ours, 
thank God! He makes it ours by our Lord Jesus Christ" (I 
Cor. 15: 57, Moffatt). 

5. I have all confidence in the triumph of right over 
wrong, truth over falsehood, love over hate. "Though the 
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wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet. . . . The 
battle is not done, Jesus who died shall be satisfied, and earth 
and heav'n be one." 

6. I do not trouble my mind over things beyond my com- 
prehension. "Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes 
lofty: neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in 
things too high for me. Surely I have quieted and stilled my 
soul" (Ps. 131: 1-2). 



JOY AND STRENGTH 

The joy of the Lord is your strength. Neh. 8: 10. 

All joy is strengthening. 

Joy lifts us up and makes us feel strong. 

In a cheerful, hopeful mood we can do that which is quite 
impossible if we are in a downcast, pessimistic mood. 

Go to your work with a dejected and fearful heart, and 
your work will be done weakly and poorly. 

Go to any task in a buoyant and resolute spirit, and you'll 
do it well. 

If all joy is strengthening, how much more so is the joy 
of the Lord. 

What is the joy of the Lord? 

It is that serene cheerfulness which springs from an un- 
wavering trust in God, and which is therefore independent 
of outward circumstances. 

Settled in a perfect trust in God, we abide in a settled joy. 

If the lesser joys of life strengthen us, how much more 
are we strengthened by this calm, settled joy which comes 
from trust in God. 

If you have the joy of the Lord in your heart, you have 
strength 

Strength for facing temptation, 
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Strength for bearing griefs and sorrows, 
Strength for enduring trouble without losing heart, 
Strength for overcoming frustration and disappointment, 
Strength for all the trials and conflicts of life, 
Strength for facing up to life when the outlook is dark 
and discouraging, 

Strength for your daily work, 

Strength for meeting all your duties and responsibilities. 
Show me a man who trusts in God, unwaveringly and 
unceasingly, and who knows that gladness and cheerfulness 
which spring from such trust, and I will show you a man 
of unwavering and unceasing strength of heart. 

An unquenchable strength resides in the heart that knows 
the joy of the Lord. 



KEEP KINDNESS GOING 

That I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake. II, Sam. 9: i. 

Here is a beautiful little picture of kindness cast against a 
background of hardness and harshness David showing 
kindness to Mephibosheth, Jonathan's crippled son. In earlier 
days Jonathan had shown great kindness to David. The 
memory of this lingered in David's heart, and now he passes 
on to the son the kindness the father had done to him. Al- 
though a man of war and constantly engaged in desperate 
conflict, the milk of human kindness has not dried up in his 
soul. In the midst of days filled with strife and war, hate and 
bitterness, he remembers to pass on a kindness that had hal- 
lowed his early life. It is a good example for us, in these hard 
and bitter times. We must keep a place in our hearts for 
kindness, if we would keep the world a decent place in which 
to live. 

A kindness received leaves you with a delightful sort of 
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feeling that makes you want to do a good deed to somebody 
else. 

One good turn deserves another, we say. I am inclined to 
put it that one good turn inspires another. That is the way 
human kindness spreads and multiplies. It is difficult to sup- 
pose one who has not had a kindness. But suppose no one has 
ever been kind to you, what then? Go out and do a kind- 
ness! By so doing, you will set in motion a whole sequence 
of kindly deeds, the effect of which may go far out beyond 
your dreams. Kindness has a continuous and cumulative ef- 
fect; once you start a flow of kindness, it flows on and on 
with an increasing impetus and volume. If you start such a 
flow, it will most surely take a curve somewhere along the 
line and flow back towards you maybe it will flow down 
to your children and grandchildren. 

Many of our kindnesses may not be returned directly and 
immediately; but, sooner or later, they come back to us from 
some source in some form. 

"Kindness is the golden chain by which society is bound 
together" (Goethe). Do you want to break the chain? Lest 
you do, remember the little poem: "Have you had a kindness 
shown? Pass it on! 'Twas not meant for thee alone Pass it 
on! Let it travel down the years, Let it dry another's tears, 
Till in heaven the deed appears Pass it on! " 



KEEP YOUR FAITH BUILT UP 

Our faith, that is the conquest which conquers the world. I Johr 
5: 4 (MofFatt). 

We have a song that sings of faith as the victory that over- 
cometh the world, its temptations, its evils, and the troubles 
that come to us in the world. If faith is to mean all this to us, 
we must cultivate it and keep it strong. 



Faith grows weak when neglected. You cannot live a care- 
less, thoughtless life year after year, neglecting your re- 
ligious life, and expect to have a faith strong enough to carry 
you through when a crisis comes in your life. If you want 
your faith to be equal to the emergency when it comes, you 
must keep it nourished and built up. 

"As the marsh hen secretly builds on the watery sod, Be- 
hold, I will build me a nest on the greatness of God." But 
that nest has to be built. Unless you build it, you need not 
expect that nest to be a ready-made haven in which you can 
easily take refuge when the storm comes. 

Getting ready for the crisis that is coming, for the sudden 
emergency that is going to swoop down on us, the hour 
when we will need the steadying power of faith, the dark 
night of sorrow when we shall need a faith to hang on to, 
the day of trial and frustration which demands the faith 
"that is the conquest which conquers the world" that is 
a vitally important matter. 

If you wish to develop a strong and dependable faith, 
study the records of faith in the Bible. Study the lives of 
those great Bible characters who through faith subdued the 
world, wrought righteousness, out of weakness were made 
strong (Heb. 1 1: 33-34). Read in other books of the men and 
women who have walked with God and found Him their 
refuge and strength. And then, coming closer home, think of 
those quiet men and women whom you know in your com- 
munity who are, patiently and unobtrusively, living brave 
and triumphant lives because they have faith in God and 
trust in His loving care. Make use of all the means of grace, 
such as prayer and worship and the fellowship of the church. 
Take time to meditate upon God's goodness and mercy and 
power. 

In brief, keep in the atmosphere of faith. 

Do this, and see how your faith will grow! 
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LET ME BE A LETTER OF CHRIST 

You are a letter of Christ. II Cor. 3: 3 (Moffatt). 

Let me be a letter of Christ, a living letter. 

Let my letter tell what Christ has meant to me through 
the years and still means to me tell of His saving grace, of 
His keeping grace, of His sustaining grace, of His comforting 
grace. 

Let my letter "tell to sinners far and wide, spread the tid- 
ings all around, Jesus saves! Jesus saves!" (Hymn). 

Let my letter reflect the light of "the Dayspring from on 
high that hath visited us, to shine on those who sit in the 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our steps into 
the way of peace" (Luke i: 78-79). 

Let me be a living letter of Christ, reflecting His beauty. 

We have a little song that sings of the beauty of Jesus, 
ending with the line, "Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me." 
It's an ugly world in which we live today; but if all of us 
who call ourselves Christians would let the beauty of Jesus 
be seen in us, it would not be long before the beauty of para- 
dise would be restored to this sin-marred world and the glory 
of God seen filling the earth from sea to sea (Hab. 2: 14). 

Let the beauty of Jesus, the beauty of His love, the beauty 
of His kindness, the beauty of His gentleness, the beauty of 
His purity, be seen in me. 

Let the peace of Jesus be seen in me. 

We are living in a time of tension and anxiety and distrac- 
tion, and people are looking for something that will bring 
them peace. We have had a run of books which attempt to 
tell us how to find peace of mind. If people would let Jesus 
come into their hearts, they would have peace. "My peace I 
give unto you," is his promise to those who receive Him into 
their hearts and trust Him. 
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In a world where there is so little peace, so much strife, so 
much anxiety and worry, let me be a witness to the peace of 
Christ let the peace of Jesus be seen in me. Let my letter 
of Christ make it clear to all who read it that He is a peace- 
giving Christ. 



LIVING BY CHRISTIAN IDEALS 

Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove the good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God. Rom. 12: z. 

If we are going to be Christians, we must live by Christian 
ideals. 

But, someone says, that is expecting too much of us in a 
world like this; we have to be realists and adjust ourselves 
to our environment. That is precisely the mistake many of 
us are making trying to adjust Christianity to a pagan en- 
vironment. It just won't work. You can't adjust Christian- 
ity to the environment of this world. Instead of trying to 
do that, we must live as though our environment were 
Christian, and thus seek to create around us an environment 
that will conform to the Christian pattern. We must never 
give in to the idea that it is necessary to do in Rome as 
Romans do. We must do as Christians ought to do, and re- 
fuse to follow the fashion of the world. 

It is possible to live by the will of God in the world, bad 
as it is. It means that we must be nonconformists, and that 
is hard, I know. But we are able for anything in Christ who 
strengthens us (Phil. 4: 13). 

You do not have to lower the standards of Christian ideal- 
ism in order to be a realist and deal with the hard realities of 
the world. The fact is, anything less than the ideal is unreal- 
istic, and will never work successfully. The world can't be 
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run successfully on greed, hate, and injustice. The only thing 
that will work successfully is the will of God. Christians 
must demonstrate this. By their way of living and by their 
conduct, in their relationships and dealings with others, they 
must show that the will of God is good and acceptable and 
perfect, that it works out that way in practical life, that it is 
basic to an orderly, prosperous and happy society. 

We see all around us what Paul calls "deeds of darkness" 
"bouts of drinking, debauchery, sensuality, quarrelling, jeal- 
ousy" men "thinking and planning how to gratify the 
cravings of the flesh." But we must live as though we were 
living in a world redeemed from these things and ruled by 
love, purity and righteousness. We must not let the darkness 
master us; rather, we must "put on the armor of light" and 
defy the darkness "live decorously as in the open light of 
day" (Rom. 13: 12-13, Moffatt). This requires constant re- 
newing of our mind through prayer, worship, the study of 
God's Word. 



LIFE IS WORTH WHILE 

The life is more than the food, and the body than the raiment. 
Luke 12: 23. 

Bread is the staff of life, and one of the great comforts of 
life is clothing. But we are not here merely to eat, drink, and 
wear fine clothes. If we were to live here always, with no 
other concern than to feed, clothe and house ourselves, life 
would be a very sorry business. 

The mere fact of living is a sacred thing, and the respon- 
sibility for the use of life merges into a lofty way of living. 
There is no human life so low or poor but that it is touched 
with the fire of divinity, and holds many a divine possibil- 
ity. Remember that poor, uncouth lad who became Abra- 

80 



ham Lincoln? Remember that Negro slave who became 
Booker T. Washington? It is an inspiring thought the di- 
vine possibilities latent in a human life. The thought should 
be a challenge to each of us to develop to the fullest the 
qualities with which God has endowed him and to make 
the most of his opportunities to be somebody! to make 
his life count. 

To see the full meaning of life, we must see more than its 
earthly possibilities. Life is something infinitely more than a 
span of years. Benjamin Franklin called life "a state of em- 
bryo a preparation for the real life that is to come." Said 
he, "A man is not completely born until he has passed 
through death." Unless there is a world beyond where we 
shall use the experience and force which here we make our 
own, life is but a vain show, a tale "full of sound and fury, 
signifying nothing." 

But life is no such meaningless thing to those who know 
God and live to do His will. "The world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
forever" (I John 2: 17). If we are united with God and 
linked up in His eternal purpose, then for us death will be 
but the gateway into the Father's house; it will usher us into 
a realm surpassing all our dreams, wherein we shall con- 
tinue forever our holy service as "priests of God and of 
Christ" (Rev. 20: 6). 

Catch the significance of all this, and you will not ask that 
foolish question, Is life worth while? It never occurs to me 
to ask that question. Without any misgivings, without any 
hesitancy, I say, life is worth while! 
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LOOK AT YOUR GOOD NEIGHBORS 

They help every one his neighbor; and every one saith to his 
brother, Be of good courage. Isa. 41: 6 (A. S. Version). 

This was a company of workmen a company that in- 
cluded carpenters, goldsmiths, blacksmiths, all such as work 
with tools. It is inspiring to see these workmen, all busy at 
their respective tasks, and all so kindly and helpful one to the 
other. 

Imagine this company enlarged to include all the people 
the world over what an inspiring and thrilling sight that 
would be! 

This picture has a message for us, one we very much need 
in these cruel times. 

We look so much on the dark pictures of cruelty, of man's 
inhumanity to man, it is a relief to have our attention drawn 
to such a bright picture as this Isaiah sets before us, a scene 
where brotherly kindness is shown, where men work to- 
gether harmoniously and helpfully, where the spirit of mag- 
nanimity is displayed. 

We don't have to go back to Isaiah's time for such a pic- 
ture. We have all around us today many such people as these 
the prophet describes. 

One need not go beyond his own town to find fellow- 
workmen, fellow-tradesmen, neighbors and friends who 
mingle together happily, who are mutually kind and gen- 
erous in their relationships, who are ever ready to serve each 
other as occasion may require, who always have a word of 
good cheer for one another as they go about their daily toil, 
and especially when one or the other faces some difficulty or 
trouble. 

Such pictures are common in every community. 

After all, there is a great deal of generosity and tender 
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sympathy in the world, else such agencies as the Community 
Chest and Red Cross could not long survive. 

It is usually bad people who get themselves paraded be- 
fore the public. And seeing so much of the meanness of men 
as we do, lest we become cynical, we need more often to 
have our attention drawn to the human kindness and good- 
ness that abound in society. 

There are more good people who are every day living 
noble lives and doing noble things than some of us realize. 

You may have some mean neighbors. But don't focus your 
attention on them 

Look at your good neighbors! 



MAKING USE OF AFFLICTION 

Behold, I have refined thee; I have chosen thee in the furnace of 
affliction. Isa. 48: 10. 

The Divine intention is that affliction shall serve as a re- 
fining and purifying effect upon our lives. But we may misuse 
affliction, so that instead of being made better by it we are 
made worse. We have frequently seen cases of two persons 
suffering from the same affliction, one^ sweetened and soft- 
ened, the other embittered and hardened. 

It depends upon our attitude, how we take it, as to what 
effect affliction has upon us. 

Many devout passages are found in the writings of John 
Ray, who was called "the ablest botanist and zoologist of his 
day," and who, contrary to the notion that one cannot be a 
scientist and a Christian believer, "accepted fully the gospel 
as given in the New Testament." Among these passages is 
the following prayer offered on the occasion of the death 
of a dear friend: 

"Give us a sanctified use of these heavy afflictions, and 
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when our hearts are moved and affected with a sense of our 
loss, give us to consider our sins, and to spend some part 
of our tears in lamenting them. Give us to consider the van- 
ity and uncertainty of our lives, and the emptiness of all 
things here below to satisfy the vast desires of our immortal 
souls." 

This prayer points the way to the right use of affliction. 
Alongside it, we might put David's prayer, offered in a time 
of sorrow (Ps. 39: 7, 8, 12, 13): 

"And now, Lord, what wait I for? My hope is in Thee. 
Deliver me from all my transgressions; make me not the re- 
proach of the foolish. . . . Hear my Prayer, O Lord, and 
give ear unto my cry; hold not Thy peace at my tears. . . . 
Oh spare me, that I may recover strength." 

"That I may brighten up," is the reading suggested in the 
margin. 

If you are suffering from sickness or sorrow, ask God to 
help you make a sanctified use of it. You can be sure that His 
will towards you is good. Let no doubt of His love creep 
into your mind. Trust Him, and brighten up. 



MEN OF FAITH 

We are not the men to shrink back and be lost, but to have faith 
and so to win our souls. Heb. 10: 39 (MofFatt). 

Winning our souls, we are able to go on and win over all 
our foes. That is what faith does for us makes us conquerors 
over ourselves and over the world. 

Men of faith are not the men to shrink back from any task, 
from any duty or responsibility, from any demand life makes 
upon them. 

Neither are men of faith the men to shrink back and give 
in to despair when overtaken by adversity or suffering or sor- 



row. They can face with unflinching courage everything 
that may oppose or attack them within the sphere of mor- 
tality, sure in the confidence that God will take care of them. 

No cloud of trouble or sorrow can overshadow a true 
believer but that his faith will discern a rainbow in it. 

Given a man full of faith faith in God you will have a 
man tenacious in purpose, absorbed in a grand enterprise, 
pure and altruistic in his motives, a man in whom selfishness 
has been driven out by the power of a mightier love, and 
indolence stirred into unwearied, unflagging energy. 

Men of faith are not the men to shrink back and become 
pessimistic because of the evil and ruin they see about them. 
They believe that ultimately all things will be well, because 
this is God's world. 

Faith makes the discords of the present the harmonies of 
the future. 

Beyond every valley of darkness faith sees a field of light. 

Faith stands on the mount of vision; it hears the music of 
progress a mighty chorus of gladness coming up from 
every kindred, tongue and tribe; it catches glimpses of a 
redeemed world, and foresees the day when there shall be 
a upon the bells of the horses holiness unto the Lord" (Zech. 
14: 20), and when shall be fulfilled the vision of the poet: 

All heaven is shouting victory 
And hell is in despair. 

"Our faith, that is the conquest which conquers the world" 
(I John 5: 4, Moffatt). The greatest conquerors are not men 
of arms, but men of faith. 



MEN OF SUBSTANCE 

Ye took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing that ye have 
in yourselves a better and enduring substance. Heb. 10: 34 (Mof- 
fatt). 

These were Christians living in pagan communities. To be 
a Christian in those communities, meant persecution. And so, 
after becoming Christians, they "endured a great fight of 
afflictions; partly, whilst they were made a gazingstock both 
by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst they became 
companions of them that were so used" (vv. 32-33). 

Here were people held up to obloquy and whose belong- 
ings had been confiscated. They did not flinch under ob- 
loquy. They took cheerfully the loss of their goods. Stripped 
of their earthly possessions, they still had their faith, their 
honor, their character, their hope in God; and these con- 
stituted "a better and an enduring substance" a substance 
which moth nor rust could corrupt, which no thief could 
steal, which not even death could despoil (Matt. 6: 20). 

We often hear it said of a man that he is a man of sub- 
stance, by which is meant that he possesses a substantial 
amount of property, what we call "real estate." It would be 
very applicable if it stood for character, truth, moral power, 
spiritual resources. For it happens that, in the supreme realm 
of which we are citizens, what we are that which we have 
in ourselves, our personal estate of great and fine qualities 
is our true "real estate." 

Those Christians of whom the text speaks, had not only 
lost their goods, they had lost their good names as good 
names went in their communities; they had been stripped of 
their standing and favor among their neighbors. This was a 
harder blow than losing their property, yet they took it in 
their stride. 
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Men of substance they were indeed! 

To determine whether one is a man of substance, you must 
consider whether he has in himself the qualities that can stand 
up, strong and solid, if all such things as money, position, 
fame, and worldly consideration were stripped away 
whether in such circumstances he would have the spiritual 
resources to sustain him and keep him going. 

Not unless men are equal to this test, can they qualify as 
being men of substance. 



MINISTERS OF SYMPATHY 

If there be any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love . . . 
fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love. 
Phil. 2: 1-2. 

Paul wants us to be Christlike in our love; he wants us to 
pass on to others the consolation and comfort we have found 
in Christ. He is calling us to the ministry of Christian sym- 
pathy. There is no other form of service through which one 
can do so much good. We can never tell what the simplest 
word or act of sympathy may accomplish, or how far it 
may extend its influence and blessing. 

Often we are unable to put into words the sympathy we 
feel for another; we can only express it by a warm clasp of 
the hand. Tennyson wrote to a friend who had suffered a 
great sorrow: "I was at a funeral the other day, and one of 
the chief mourners reached me her hand silently, almost 
over the grave, and I as silently gave her mine. No words 
were possible. And this little note can do really nothing to 
help you in your sorrow, but it's just such a reaching out of 
the hand to you, my old college comrade of more than 
forty years' standing, to show that I feel with you." A show 
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of feeling like that does much to ease the pain of sorrow 
more than many words. 

Said Canon Farrar: "We often do more good by our sym- 
pathy than by our labors. A man may lose position, in- 
fluence, wealth, and even health, if with resignation, and still 
bear up; but there is one thing without which life becomes 
a burden that is human sympathy." 

The world is full of hearts that need sympathy and com- 
fort, orphans crying in the night; Rachels weeping for their 
children; strong men crushed in the winepress of suffering 
and sorrow; thousands mourning at the grave of departed 
hopes. In homes on every street in every city, are hearts that 
bleed and ache. 

Let us cherish sympathy. Let us not permit ease and in- 
dulgence to contract our affections, and wrap us up in selfish 
enjoyment. Let us cultivate that sympathy that puts us in 
human communion, that makes us sensible of, and responsive 
to, the troubles, distresses and sorrows of human life. 

We can never know the full meaning of Christ and Chris- 
tianity, until we learn to be ministers of sympathy. 



MONEY YOU CAN TAKE WITH YOU 

We brought nothing into the world, neither can we carry anything 
out. I Tirn. 6: 7. 

"There are no pockets in a shroud." "You can't take it 
with you." Men sometimes quote one or both these old say- 
ings when warned against wasting money, or when by waste 
and extravagance they have been reduced to poverty. 

Let me cite one example, the case of a rich New Yorker. 
He was an important figure in the metropolis. He was a mil- 
lionaire. He owned a great house in the city, a big country 
place, saddle horses, a yacht, and all the trimmings. In the 
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course of time he lost it all, spent his last days at a shabby 
hotel, never sure of where his next meal was coming from. 
How was he brought down to such circumstances? By reck- 
less waste, largely by gambling. One night, in a couple of 
hours, he lost a good sized fortune playing roulette in a 
gambling house. When a friend mentioned to him his loss, 
and reminded him of how he had brought it on himself, he 
smiled wanly, and said: 

"Well, you can't take it with you." 

That old saying provides no excuse for wasting money. 
Rather, it suggests a reason for investing it in good works. 

It is true you can't take your money with you, not in its 
present form. But you can change some of it into another 
form which you can take with you. You can change some 
of it into the coin that will be current in heaven. You can 
use your money in Christian service, and thus accumulate an 
account in heaven's bank, "where moth and rust doth not 
consume, where thieves do not break through and steal" 
(Matt. 6: 20) where gambling houses and roulette tables 
cannot touch it. 

"You can't take it with you." If you are wise, you will use 
some of your money, while you have it, to make for yourself 
friends in redeemed men and women friends who will be 
your friends in the everlasting habitations (Luke 16: 9). 

Remember the old tombstone epitaph: "What I used I 
had; what I saved I left behind; what I gave away I took 
with me." 

Give away some of your money to bring relief to the poor 
and needy, to help carry on Christ's redeeming work. That 
will be money you can take with you. 
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PEACE NOTHING CAN DESTROY 

My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. John 14: 27. 

The world may give you things that will make yon feel 
at ease, and so at peace. But you can lose those things, and 
then your feeling of ease will be gone, and the peace that 
feeling gave you will be turned into anguish and bitterness. 

The peace Christ gives is His peace "My peace I give to 
you." He was poor, had not where to lay His head (Luke 
9: 58). But poverty didn't disturb His peace. He was hated 
and crucified, but that didn't break His peace. He died, say- 
ing, "Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit" (Luke 
23: 46). The source of His peace was trust in the heavenly 
Father, the doing of His will, the consciousness that there 
was nothing between Him and the Father. And that is the 
peace He gives us. He removes the barrier of sin that sepa- 
rates us from the Father, and brings us into a trustful and 
obedient relationship with Him. Thus, the source of His 
peace becomes the source of our peace. 

This is peace which the world can neither give nor take 
away. 

After His resurrection Christ appeared to the disciples, 
and said to them, "Peace be unto you" (John 20: 19). The 
words had back of them the power and authority of His 
resurrection. He had defeated all the forces which destroy 
the peace of men. The disciples were in great fear because 
of the hostility that encompassed them, the self-same hos- 
tility which had encompassed His death. Now, having over- 
come death, He said, "Peace be unto you." It was as though 
He said: "The things you fear cannot harm you. Death is 
not the end behold me alive! Be at peace, for whether in 
life or death you are safe." 
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He then showed them the crucifixion wounds in His hands 
and in His side, so that there might be no doubt in their minds 
that He was the Lord. And then He repeated the same words, 
prefacing a commission: "Peace be unto you; as the Father 
hath sent me, even so send I you" (v. 21). They were to be 
sent as He had been sent, to accomplish the Father's will and 
purpose. By the fact of His resurrection, they could be at 
peace and assured of being victorious in their mission, even 
though they went His way of suffering and death. 

The peace Christ gives is abiding peace nothing can 
destroy. 



PILGRIMS IN THE DARK 

Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about 
with sparks; walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye 
have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in 
sorrow. Isa. 50: n. 

The imagery the prophet employs here gives us a sad and 
tragic picture of those who seek light and warmth and com- 
fort at any fire they kindle for themselves, ignoring God 
who is the light as well as the life of men. 

This is a dark world made dark by ignorance, sin, trouble 
and sorrow, and mysteries too deep for the human mind to 
fathom. Where is the man who can make his journey 
through this world with no light save that which he may 
kindle for himself? Where is the man who, by the light of 
his own reason merely, can make his way unerringly and 
safely through this world shrouded in darkness, mystery, 
and evil? 

Men try to free themselves from the miseries of their con- 
dition, from the darkness of ignorance, sin, and sorrow. 
Some turn to psychiatry, some to the philosophy of human- 



ism, some to diversion and amusement. But how transient the 
relief they find, how bitter and black the disappointment at 
last. With no light but their own reason and that of human 
philosophies, men, sooner or later, are left to "lie down in 
sorrow" they become a prey to all sorts of dark passions 
and gloomy thoughts, and in the end the victims of utter 
despair. 

In this dark world we have to look to God for light. "The 
Lord my God will enlighten my darkness" (Ps. 18: 28). God 
enlightens our ignorance "blots out our transgressions as a 
thick cloud" (Isa. 44: 22) gives us "Beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness" (Isa. 61: 3) makes us "the children of light 
and the children of the day" (I Thess. 5: 5). 

"In Thy light shall we see light" (Ps. 36: 9). They who 
see only by the light of the carnal mind, grope in perplexity, 
uncertain of life's meaning and end; but they who see by 
the light of God, see the truth, and walk therein with certi- 
tude and abounding joy. Only let us make God our Sun, and 
life's pilgrimage shall be made in the light of His presence, 
in the sunshine of His love. 

Apart from God, all of us are pilgrims in the dark. 



POWER OF A DEDICATED LIFE 

What is your life? It is even a vapor that appeareth for a little 
time and then vanisheth away. Jas. 4: 14. 

In reading this passage I used to pass lightly over this meta- 
phor. It did not seem to me to present a very promising out- 
look upon life. The only thing I saw in it was a reminder of 
life's brevity. But I see in it now something more than that. 
If life is like a vapor, then life is power. Thin as it is, quickly 
as it vanishes away, when rightly controlled and used, vapor 

92 



is one of the most powerful of forces. As a witness to what 
vapor can do when confined and harnessed, see that mighty 
railway engine yonder, with its long and heavily loaded train 
of cars, speeding along on its tracks of steel at the rate of 
sixty miles an hour! 

Here, then, in this vapor metaphor, we have a picture, not 
only of the briefness of man's life, but of the mighty power 
his life is intended to be. If a man can be tied up to a great 
task, if he can be captured and used as an engineer captures 
and uses vapor, his life may be turned into a tremendous 
force for God and humanity. 

Life is the gift of God and is divine. This conception of 
life dignifies every quality and every act. To those who thus 
conceive life, the mere fact of living becomes a sacred thing, 
and the responsibility for the use of life merges into the 
gladness and joy of living they possess a sense of signifi- 
cance and high purpose. 

There is no human life so poor, so small, so humble, as not 
to hold many a divine possibility. This thought should be a 
challenge to the least of men to develop to the fullest the 
qualities with which God has endowed them and to make 
the most of their opportunities and possibilities. 

Life is for work, work in partnership with God to the end 
that we may be a blessing to the world. We are here to 
glorify God and help one another to be the kind of persons 
God meant us to be, to help forward His cause. 

Though our days are short and soon gone, we need not 
allow them to vanish away into nothingness. There is no 
reason why any life should be a poor, useless, wasted thing. 
Life has too many values and too many possibilities to be 
wasted. Let life be harnessed and dedicated, and it will be- 
come powerful and useful even as vapor. 
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REACHING OUT AFTER GOD 

Oh that I knew where I might find Him! Job 23: 3. 

This cry was uttered by Job when he was groaning under 
the stroke of adversity and affliction, bewildered by what was 
happening to him, puzzled over the brutality and injustice of 
life. 

Everywhere today men and women are harassed by fears, 
perturbed and bewildered by what is happening to them and 
in the world, and from their hearts an instinctive cry is going 
up to God. 

We hear concern expressed over the indifference of our 
generation toward religion. And yet, in spite of this seeming 
indiff erence, there is in the hearts of our generation a yearning 
after God. If you could hear the silent cry in their souls, 
you'd hear the old cry, "Oh that I knew where I might find 
Him!" 

Many people who appear to be irreligious and wholly 
worldly-minded, think of God more often than we imagine. 
It is true of them as Gamaliel Bradford wrote of himself in 
the little poem: "I think about God, Yet I talk of small mat- 
ers. Isn't it odd How my idle tongue chatters? Of quarrel- 
some neighbors, Fine weather and rain, Indifferent labors, 
Indifferent pain, Some trivial style Fashion shifts with a 
nod. . . . And yet all the while I am thinking of God/' 

Belief in God arises from the sense of dissatisfaction and 
guilt, the sense of need, the sense of communion and aspira- 
tion. We have all felt something of that. Perhaps it was in 
the sunset hour when day was dying in the west; or in the 
starlit night when the eyes of a thousand stars looked down 
on us; or as we listened to some great symphony of music 
which lifted us out of ourselves and made our spirits tran- 
scend the bounds of time and space; or in an hour of calamity 
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when we stood stunned and speechless; or as we stood by the 
cradle of a newborn babe or the bedside of a dying saint, 
and the breath of another world fanned our cheek. Certainly, 
at one time or another, we have all felt the truth of Augus- 
tine's words, "Thou hast made us for Thyself, O God, and 
our hearts are restless until they rest In Thee/' 

The words of David express the reaching out of the human 
heart after God: "Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my 
prayer. From the end of the earth will I call unto Thee, when 
my heart is overwhelmed" (Ps. 61: 1-2). 



RELIGION AND THE HOME 

Show piety at home. I Tim. 5: 4. 

To show piety at home is to express therein those qualities 
and graces that enter into Christian living self-control, 
courtesy, good manners, affection, tenderness, kindness, ap- 
preciation, devotion, loyalty. 

The best and sweetest homes are those ruled by the teach- 
ings and ideals of religion set forth in the Word of God. 

It was that great preacher of immortal fame, Charles Had- 
don Spurgeon, who said: "When a home is ruled according 
to God's Word, angels might be asked to stay a night with 
us, and they would not find themselves out of their element/' 

Thanks to my mother, I was reared in such a home, and 
for that I bless her memory. Let your home be ruled accord- 
ing to God's Word, and if you are blessed with children they 
will rise up and call you blessed (Prov. 31: 26-28). 

A house is not a home because people live in it, because 
it is secure against the elements, because it is equipped to 
assure the comfort of its occupants. 

A house is made a real home by the capacity of its occu- 
pants to bring into it the homely blessings of love, of under- 
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standing and sympathy, of respect for each other, of 
appreciation toward one another. 

If the occupants of a house possess this capacity, the mean- 
est cottage can be the grandest home. Where this capacity is 
lacking, the grandest mansion falls far short of being a home. 
It is because this capacity is so often missing that so many 
homes miss happiness and fall apart. 

The Bible and religion have done more for the home than 
any other influence. 

We owe to Christ the truth, the tenderness, the purity, the 
warm affection, the holy aspiration, the peace and content- 
ment which go together in that endearing word home. It is 
He who has made parenthood so sacred, obedience so beauti- 
ful, affection so pure and sweet. It is He who binds the family 
together in a sacred bond. It is He who has brought the 
heavenly Father's home so near and made it the pattern for 
our earthly homes. 

The nearest thing to heaven on this earth is the Christian 
home. 



RELIGION AND THE NATION 

Happy is that people, whose God is the Lord. Ps. 144: 15. 

In this psalm David prays for the nation over which he 
reigned as king. The first part of his prayer relates to the 
citizenry (v. 12). The second part relates to the nation's 
material prosperity (vv. 13, 14). He is concerned about the 
material side of the nation's life. He wants to see his people 
blessed with all those temporal goods necessary to their 
contentment and well-being. But his first and chief desire is 
that the sons and daughters of the land shall grow up to be 
God-loving, God-trusting, God-obeying men and women. 
If the nation's material prosperity is to be stable, it must be 



founded on righteousness. Only as the people trust God and 
obey His laws, can the nation continue prosperous and 
happy. Hence the order of his prayer, praying first for God- 
filled citizens, and then for grain-filled garners. Of the nation 
thus blessed, he says, "Happy is that people, that is in such a 
case" (v. 15). 

Religion has been the basic factor in making America 
strong and great. Walt Whitman recognized this when he 
wrote of the United States: "I say the real and permanent 
grandeur of these states must be their religion. Otherwise 
there is no real and permanent grandeur; nor character nor 
life worthy the name without religion, nor land nor man 
or woman without religion." 

In his Democracy in America, de Tocqueville says that he 
sought for the greatness and genius of America in her com- 
modious areas and ample rivers, in her fertile fields and 
boundless forests, in her rich mines and vast commerce, in 
her public school system and institutions of higher learning, 
in her democratic Congress and matchless constitution. And 
then he adds: "Not until I went into the churches of Amer- 
ica and heard her pulpits aflame with righteousness did I 
understand the secret of her genius and power." 

"Righteousness exalteth a nation" (Prov. 14: 34). Religion 
is the mother of righteousness. Our civic institutions were 
built around the Bible and religious ideals. The Bible and the 
church stand back of the best things in American life. The 
churches, the ministers, and the truths they foster have been 
the prime producers of our prosperity and progress. To 
make real and permanent the grandeur of our country, we 
must practice the faith expressed by our national motto, "In 
God We Trust." 
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REMEDY FOR JUMPY NERVES 

Let the peace of God rule in your hearts. Col. 3: 15. 

Trust in Him and let His will rale your life, and the peace 
of God will rule in your heart. We are made to live within 
the will of God, and when we get outside of His will and 
go contrary to it, there is disharmony and dispeace. 

We hear nowadays much about mental disorders and dis- 
arranged nerves. Many physical ailments have their source 
in a disordered or disturbed mind. Nerves are shattered by 
fears and worries secreted in the brain cells. The manifesta- 
tion is physical; the root of the trouble is mental. The physi- 
cian today diagnoses not only the body but the mind. He is 
concerned with the thoughts as well as the aches and pains. 
He inquires about anxieties, troubles at home, in the business, 
in the private life. He endeavors to find out what his patient 
has been putting into his brain cells. In many cases, he relies 
on mental treatment, rather than physical treatment. 

Here is a great opportunity for applying Christian teach- 
ing. If you have nothing more to suggest, it is no use telling 
the patient to be strong and stand up to it, or to take a course 
of reading in humorous literature, or to seek amusement to 
get away from himself. The trouble is, we come back to 
ourselves. Reading, music and entertainment have their 
value. But such treatment does not touch the root of the 
trouble. 

If there is to be victory over the strain and cares and fears 
that have broken down our nerves, we must look to God, 
trust Him, and get into harmony with His will. That will 
bring harmony and peace in the life. 

If we are to overcome worry and anxiety and have peace 
in our hearts, we must come back to God the God of peace 
and the quiet mind; we must believe that God is able to keep 



and sustain us, that we are in His arms of love and that noth- 
ing can ever hurt the real self as long as we trust Him and do 
His win. 

Paul was not jumpy, and not likely to have the jitters, 
when he said, "I know whom I have trusted, and I am certain 
that He is able to keep what I have put into His hands" 
(II Tim. i: 12, Moffatt). Such trust gives one confidence, and 
by that confidence he can conquer his fears and anxieties and 
have the peace of God in his heart. Therein lies the remedy 
for jumpy nerves. 



RULES FOR AN EASY MIND 
What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee. Ps. 56: 3. 

We have a number of helpful books suggesting rules on 
how not to worry, how to have peace of mind, how to live 
confidently. I have certain rules of my own which I try to 
follow, only I did not originate them, I got them from the 
Bible. They are as follows: 

1. The best way of dealing with any particular thing that 
may be worrying you is to bring it out into the open and 
have a good look at it; and then, with an effort of will, cast 
the thing away for a time. Until it must be considered again, 
refuse to allow it back into your mind. Let the trouble rest 
for the time being, and center attention on today's living. 
"The day's own trouble is enough for the day" (Matt. 6: 34). 

2. Remember that a large per cent of the troubles you 
anticipate will never happen. A French proverb declares 
that if you keep painting the devil on the walls he will pres- 
ently appear in person. I am not suggesting that precautions 
against possible eventualities are not essential; I am only say- 
ing that we should not let the fear of future trouble cripple 
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us in advance. "Never be troubled about tomorrow; tomor- 
row will take care of itself (Matt. 6: 34), 

3. If you know people who are living confidently, build 
up your own confidence by seeking their companionship 
and counsel. "He that walketh with wise men shall be wise" 
(Prov. 13: 20). 

4. Suppose the very worst we foresee does come to pass, 
what then? "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me: 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me" (Ps. 23: 4). "Who 
is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice 
of His servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? 
let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his 
God" (Isa. 50: 10). "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee. 
Trust ye in the Lord forever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH is 
everlasting strength" (Isa. 26: 3-4). 

These are my rules for an easy mind. 



SAFE IN GOD'S LOVE 

The mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kind- 
ness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my 
peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee. Isa. 
54: 10. 

What a revelation of God! The earth in upheaval, but 
rising high above the trembling hills and crumbling moun- 
tains, the roaring storm and destruction, stands the calm 
throne of God, with a loving Heart upon it, with a purpose 
of mercy for you and me, creatures of a day, but who are to 
live when the days shall cease to be. 

Let that which may pass, pass; let that which can perish, 
perish; the infinite, undying, imperishable love of God is 
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mine! Let the storm sweep in maddened fury across the earth 
and the seas, let the tempest howl and the billows roll, let the 
stars withdraw their shining (Joel 2: 19), I am safe in His 
love! 

There is a story of a Christian army officer at sea with his 
family in a storm. There was great terror among the passen- 
gers, but he was calm. His wife, in her consternation, chided 
him, saying that he ought to be concerned for her and the 
children, if not for himself, in such danger. He made no re- 
ply, but soon came to her with his sword drawn, and with a 
stern countenance pointed it at her heart. She was not the 
least alarmed, but looked up into his face with a smile. 
"What!" said he, "are you not afraid when a drawn sword is 
at your breast?" "No," she replied, "not when I know it is 
in the hands of one that loves me." "And would you have 
me," he asked, "to be afraid of this tempest when I know it 
to be in the hand of my heavenly Father who loves me?" 

Someone tells of being at sea in a raging storm, and of see- 
ing a little bird fly down and light on the crest of a wave, 
where it sat as quietly as if it had been perching on a green 
bough in a quiet forest. So should we who trust in God's lov- 
ing care repose in quietness and confidence in the greatest 
trials and the most threatening perils. 

"Jesus, lover of my soul, Let me to Thy bosom fly, While 
the nearer waters roll, While the tempest still is high! Hide 
me, O my Savior, hide, Till the storm of life is past: Safe into 
the haven guide, O receive my soul at last." 

"Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer. From the 
end of the earth will I call unto thee, when my heart is over- 
whelmed. Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. For 
thou hast been a refuge for me. I will take refuge in the 
covert of thy wings" (Ps. 61: 1-4). 
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SECRET OF THE UNTROUBLED HEART 

Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also me. 
. . , I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. . . . 
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. John 
14: i, 18, 27. 

Hearts that are afraid are troubled hearts. 

We are living in troubled times. The world is filled with 
tensions and fears. In the midst of the tensions, fears and 
anxieties, how good it is to hear the Master's quiet, gentle 
voice, saying, "Let not your hearts be troubled." How reas- 
suring to hear Him say, "I will not leave you comfortless, I 
will come to you." 

I am sure all of us who have experienced the comforting 
companionship of Christ in life's dark hours, will want to 
keep very close to Him in these days of dark forebodings. 
We must surely feel impelled to seek the shelter and comfort 
of His presence by the very poignancy of the present situa- 
tion in the world. 

There is nothing more common in the world than troubled 
hearts. And never were there so many troubled hearts as 
now. 

Troubles, sorrows and disappointments come to all of us, 
soon or late. When such experiences come, our chief source 
of comfort, and of strength for meeting them, lies in those 
words, "Believe in God and also in me" the words Jesus 
spoke to His disciples to quiet their fears and relieve their 
troubled hearts. Those who suppose that this trying life can 
be successfully and happily lived without the comfort and 
strength that lie in those words, should consider the despair 
of the men and women who pursue the course of unbelief, 
"having no hope and without God in the world" (Eph. 
2: 12). 
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In the presence of human grief, atheism stands dumb and 
speechless; rationalism with its accustomed assertiveness loses 
its voice and becomes as silent as the grave it has not a 
single glimmer of hope to give. Here, all human philosophy 
breaks down. But we are not left to be crushed by the sense 
of hopelessness and despair; we can direct our troubled 
hearts and perplexed minds to the words of the Great 
Teacher, "Believe in God, believe also in me," and this we 
can do with the utmost assurance that well find relief and 
comfort. 

Belief in God, trust in His love, the presence and compan- 
ionship of Christ therein is the secret of the untroubled 
heart. 



SHARING OUR FAITH AND HOPES 

Then they that feared the Lord spake often one with another. 
Mai. 3: 1 6. 

These were a small remnant of elect souls who held fast 
to belief in God in a day of unbelief. The majority were 
saying, "It is vain to serve God, they that work wickedness 
are built up" (w. 14-15). 

It was a dark and difficult time for these few remaining 
faithful souls. They were made to feel their need of one an- 
other, and were drawn together in a close fellowship. In that 
fellowship, speaking often one with another of their faith 
and hopes, they found strength and courage to face up to a 
world full of menace and full of contradictions to their 
faith, or what appeared to be so. 

If ever there was a time when believers in God needed 
one another, and stood in need of fellowship one with an- 
other, that time is now. 

Like that little remnant in Malachi's time, only more ter- 
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rifyingly so, we are living in a world full of menace full of 
things which seem to contradict our faith. To face up to 
this world, to remain confident and steadfast In the face of 
all the seeming denials of our faith, we need all the encour- 
agement and help we can get from one another. 

The answer to this need lies in group fellowship, a little 
group here and a little group there, groups of young people, 
groups of neighbors, groups of business people groups com- 
ing together for fellowship in prayer and sharing experiences 
with one another, speaking one with another of their faith 
and hopes. 

Most important of all is the fellowship of the church. Here 
is to be found the most blessed and helpful of all fellow- 
ships. Within that fellowship, "We share our mutual woes, 
our mutual burdens bear; and often for each other flows 
the sympathizing tear. . . . Before our Father's throne, we 
pour our ardent prayers; our fears, our hopes, our aims are 
one, our comforts and our cares." We lift our voices and 
sing with warm, grateful hearts, "Blest be the tie that binds 
our hearts in Christian love." 

Never have we more needed Christian fellowship. In this 
time of darkness, it is most urgent that we share with one 
another our faith and hopes. 



SPEAKING FOR CHRISTIAN IDEALS 

To all that be in Rome . . . called to be saints. Rom. i: 7. 

Saints in Rome in pagan Rome! Some in the very house- 
hold of Nero, the most profligate of the Caesars. In the 
midst of the foul and sensual atmosphere that prevailed there, 
they lived for the glory of Christ and kept their souls clean 
and spotless. 

Some while ago I read in a London paper an interview in 

104 



which a young English woman expressed her opinion about 
the present world and ideals. "My view of things," she said, 
"is that I have been born into a cock-eyed world. The world 
in which I live appears to glorify a code of behavior that 
would have been relished by Jack the Ripper. As I view it, 
my age is as barbaric, as uncivilized, and as crude as any 
other age condemned by history. Where there is progress 
there is also the desire to fight and conquer other men and 
other lands. Idealists have battered their brains out trying to 
prove that men love each other and love peace; but there is 
no place in This Brave New World for idealists. Ideals can- 
not live in this mad-dog age. The ideals of honor, of right- 
eousness, of peace, are out for this cock-eyed world in which 
we live today." 

Well, what can we say? We cannot deny that the world 
has gone pretty much cock-eyed. Everywhere we hear the 
growls and barks of the mad-dogs of crime, revolution, and 
war. And we have to confess that, even in ordinary business 
and social life, the prevailing codes, if not barbaric, are none 
too civilized. And yet I cannot, will not, subscribe to the 
cynical view that ideals are out for our time. 

Certainly ideals are not out for Christian men and women. 
If saints lived in the pagan world of Nero, saints can live in 
our world today, in spite of all its paganism. And they do! 
Multitudes of people, by faith and divine grace, are living up 
to the highest ideals, and seeking to build them in the world 
around them. 

"The Lord giveth the word: they that publish the tidings 
are a great host. Kings of armies flee, they flee" (Ps. 68: 
11-12) flee before the missioners of the ideal! "O let me 
ne'er forget That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet. . . . The battle is not done, Jesus 
who died shall be satisfied, And earth and heav'n be one" 
(Hymn) . 
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STARLESS NIGHTS 
The stars shall withdraw their shining. Joel 2: 19. 

Someone has said, "Blessed is the night, for it reveals to us 
the stars." But there are nights when the stars do not appear 
cloudy nights when they "withdraw their shining." There 
are periods in life like that, periods during which there is a 
complete blackout, when we can see not a single star shining 
through the darkness that engulfs us. Shall we give up our 
trust in God and surrender to the darkness? 

Hear the testimony of Paul, in the account of his ship- 
wreck experience, given in Acts 27. "And when neither sun 
nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay 
on us, all hope that we should be saved was taken away." 
Yet, in the face of that dark and apparently hopeless hour, 
Paul said to the captain and crew of the ship: "Sirs, be of 
good cheer; for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was 
told me." God had revealed to Paul that this journey would 
take him to Rome. The ship might be wrecked, but God's 
word would ride out the storm. 

I believe God! No matter how dark the night, though not 
a star of hope I can see, I will not doubt God's promises; I 
will go on trusting Him trusting in the dark. "I know 
that He is close to me, my God, my Guide. He leadeth me, 
and so I walk quite satisfied. To my blind eyes He may 
reveal no light at all; but while I lean on His strong arm I 
cannot fall" (Henry Alf ord) . 

There are many things that perplex me. "Yet, in the mad- 
dening maze of things, And tossed by storm and flood, To 
one fixed trust my spirit clings; I know that God is good! I 
know not what the future hath Of marvel or surprise, 
Assured alone that life and death His mercy underlies. I 
know not where His islands lift Their fronded palms in 
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air; I only know I cannot drift Beyond His love and care" 
(From John Greenleaf Whittier's poem, "The Eternal Good- 
ness"). 

I would sooner walk in the starless night and hold hard to 
a promise of God, than trust in the light of the brightest 
day. 

It is good to have wisdom and sight, but trust in God is 
best. 

"The darkness hideth not from Thee, but the night shin- 
eth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to 
Thee" (Ps. 139: 12). 



THE ANSWER TO ALL OUR NEEDS 

They shall call his name Immanuel; which is, being interpreted, 
God with us. Matt, i: 23. 

The great object of the Bible is to reveal the greatness and 
goodness of God, what He is to us, what He can mean in a 
human life, what He purposes for man and our world, His 
activity in behalf of each of us and in human affairs, His ade- 
quacy for the needs of the individual and the world's needs 
all this coming into clear view in the incarnation, God made 
manifest in the flesh. The incarnation means the presence of 
God in the human scene, that He comes into human life. It 
means Immanuel God with us. 

God with us the answer to all our needs: Deliverance 
from sin, strength for our weakness, grace to help in time 
of trouble, comfort for all our griefs and sorrows, the 
antidote to all our doubts and fears, emancipation from the 
thralldom of the grave, assurance of immortality and an 
eternal home in the Father's house. 

There is nothing we need so much as we need God. 

The nations need Him. "All the nations that forget God 

107 



shall be turned back unto Sheol" (Ps. 9: 17). "Happy is that 
people, whose God is the Lord" (Ps. 144: 15). "God is in the 
generation of the righteous" (Ps. 14: 5). 

The saving influence in any generation is belief in God 
and the sense of accountability to Him. Only when God is 
reverenced and obeyed is it possible to secure and maintain 
personal, social, commercial and political integrity. 

Remembrance of God is the well-spring of virtue; forget- 
fulness of Him, the fountain of vice. 

"O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel be- 
fore the Lord our Maker. For He is our God; and we are 
the people of His pasture" (Ps. 95: 6-7). 

It is in His pasture that all our needs are supplied, temporal 
and spiritual. 



THE ANGEL OF THE WORLD 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Put off thy shoes from thy feet, 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. Exod. 3: 5. 

This was when "the angel of the Lord appeared unto 
Moses in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush." The 
burning bush was a symbol of the presence of God. Let me 
take off my shoes from my feet and stand in awe and rever- 
ence in this holy presence! 

We should be reverential before all the shrines of religion. 
Indeed, reverence should sway the scepter over our spirits 
everywhere, for the universe itself is God's own cathedral. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes said that there was in his heart a 
plant called reverence, which needed watering about once a 
week. This, he said, was the reason why he attended divine 
worship on the Sabbath day. 

The third commandment, "Thou shalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain," is a wall which God has built 
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around the garden of the heart where reverence grows. He 
who breaks down the wall and tramples the garden destroys 
the most sacred thing in his life. 

Man is never so noble as when he kneels before God. There 
is nothing that lifts life into such a noble state as the attitude 
of reverence toward God and holy things. 

Nothing glorifies life like reverence; nothing debases it 
like irreverence. 

He who allows no place for reverence in his life leaves 
the door open to all sorts of vile and vicious passions. 

Reverence ought to be the undertone of life. It has been 
called the mother of all virtues. Shakespeare calls it "The 
Angel of the World." But for the presence of this angel, the 
world would soon become so hard and coarse and vulgar 
that it would be an unfit place in which to live. 

Without reverence, it would be impossible to preserve in 
society a healthy moral and spiritual life. 

It is a fact confirmed by human experience in all ages that 
reverence is essential to wholesome life, both for the indi- 
vidual and society. It behooves us, therefore, to cultivate and 
keep alive in our hearts the spirit of reverence. 



THE BOOK OF COMFORT 

This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath quickened 
me. Ps. 119: 50. 

When trouble overtakes us, when sickness invades the 
home, when the grave covers our dead and we wander aim- 
lessly in the broken household, it is the Bible that comes to 
comfort, console and quicken us. It teaches us to say, "God 
is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble" 
(Ps. 46: i ) . It tells us, "Our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory" (II Cor. 4: 17). It gives us Christ's assur- 
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ance, "Let not your heart be troubled: in my Father's house 
are many mansions" (John 14: 1-2). It brings to us His prom- 
ise, "Ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned 
into joy" (John 16: 20). And the soul responds, "Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the God 
of all comfort who comforteth us in all our troubles" (II 
Cor. i: 3-4). 

It was William E. Gladstone, the renowned British states- 
man, who said: "If I am asked what is the remedy for the 
deeper sorrows of the human heart; what a man should 
chiefly look to as the power that is to sustain him under 
trials, and enable him manfully to confront his afflictions, I 
must point to something which, in a well-known hymn, is 
called 'the old, old story,' told in an old, old Book, and taught 
with an old, old teaching, which is the greatest and best gift 
ever given to man." 

For many years I have been a minister, and a very large 
part of my work has been that of ministering comfort to 
troubled and sorrowing hearts. In this ministry I have re- 
lied wholly on the Bible. Without it, I would be at a loss as a 
comforter. When people are in trouble, when they are 
stricken with grief, and send for their minister, they want 
him to come with his Bible and not any other book. There 
is no other book that will take its place in the house of mourn- 
ing. 

O blessed Book of light and consolation! How many, 
many feet it has lighted along life's mysterious and weari- 
some pathway! What multitudes it has comforted in their 
miseries and sorrows! Who can tell of the suffering it has 
alleviated, the heartaches it has soothed, the trials it has soft- 
ened, the burdens it has lightened, the fears it has banished, 
the tears it has dried away, the clouds it has turned into sun- 
shine! 

The blackest hours of life are lighted up by the teachings 
and comforts of the Bible. 
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THE BOND TO HOLD SOCIETY TOGETHER 

Israel hath forgotten his Maker. Hos. 8: 14. 

Having forgotten his Maker, what happened to Israel? 

It is a familiar story, and a tragic one the story of a 
great nation born and developed in a great faith, finally los- 
ing that faith and its ideals, and then gradually decaying and 
crumbling to its ruin. 

Severing the bond that bound them to their Maker, Israel 
broke the bond that held them together the bond of broth- 
erhood. Forgetting their common Father, they forgot they 
were brothers. That was the indictment brought against 
them by the prophet Malachi: "Have we not all one Father? 
hath not one God created us? why do we deal treacherously 
every man against his brother?" (Mai. 2; 10). 

We are witnessing the same sort of thing today men 
and nations forgetting that we all have one Father, that we 
are brothers, and in consequence dealing treacherously one 
against another. 

Narrow ideas of nationalism have made nations jealous of 
their neighbor nations. That jealousy has turned them into 
bitter rivals, and set them in conflict with one another. The 
spirit of brotherhood has been ruled out. 

Not only is there strife between nations, but within the 
nations you see people divided into all sorts of antagonistic 
groups, striving one against the other. 

How unbrotherly is the prejudice between the different 
races! What has cursed the world more than race prejudice? 
Think of the cruelties that have been inspired by it. And still 
its mad work goes on! What will be the end of all this 
madness, all this strife and conflict, all these hatreds and 
antagonisms? Unless we can find aa adequate force to control 
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these evil propensities and passions of human nature, our 
civilization cannot survive. 

Our hope lies in religion the religion that says with 
Jesus, "Our Father." To say to God, "Our Father," is to say 
to every man in the world, of whatever race or color or 
class or nationality, "Our brother." 

The bond that binds us to one Father and together in 
one family that is the bond to hold society together. 



THE BULWARK OF CHRISTIANITY 

I should have denied the God that is above. Job 31: 28. 

This statement by Job follows a number of ifs. . . . 

"If I have withheld the poor from their desire, or have 
caused the eye of the widow to fail, or have eaten my morsel 
alone, and the fatherless hath not eaten thereof 

"If I have seen any perish for want of clothing, or that 
the needy had no covering, and if he hath not been warmed 
with the fleece of my sheep 

"If I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless 

"If I have made gold my hope, and have said to fine gold, 
Thou art iny confidence 

"If I have rejoiced because my wealth was great, and be- 
cause my hand had gotten much. . . , and my mouth hath 
kissed my hand: 

"This also were an iniquity to be punished by the judges; 
for I should have denied the God that is above." 

If Job had behaved in the manner described. . . . 

If he had shut himself up in the cabin of self and labored 
for himself alone, refusing to recognize any social obligations 
if he had ignored the cries of the poor, the ill-fed, the 
ill-clad, the widow, the fatherless if he had sought to gain 
power that he might use it against others to enrich himself, to 
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set himself in high place if he had made gold his god and 
hope if he had boasted in his wealth, kissed his hand for its 
cunning in achieving so great success, thus accrediting it to 
his own genius, dismissing the thought that he was in any way 
indebted to God. . . . 

Such an attitude and selfish conduct on the part of Job 
would have been equal to a denial of the God in whom he 
professed to believe. 

In other words, it would have been practical atheism. 

It is not theoretical atheism but practical atheism that is 
doing the greatest harm to the cause of religion. 

The infidel may rail against the Bible; he may argue against 
the Christian creed, but there is no argument he can make 
against Christian character. 

Christian character, with its natural expression of love, 
kindness, generosity, and sacrificial service, is the bulwark of 
Christianity. 



THE BUTTERED SIDE OF YOUR BREAD 

Thou hast granted me life and favor. Job 10: 12. 

Life would be less puzzling and more satisfying, if we had 
a deeper sense of what is good in it, with a corresponding 
gratitude to God. 

One thing that makes life hard and unhappy for many of us 
is the failure to recognize how favored and well off we are. 

There is a saying by Robert Louis Stevenson to the effect 
that the French, as a whole, have a "clear, unflinching recog- 
nition by everybody of his own luck. They know," he says, 
"on which side their bread is buttered and take a pleasure in 
showing it to others, which is surely the better part of reli- 
gion." 

It is bad enough for one to be overly conscious of his dif ~ 
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ficulties and troubles, but it is all the worse when he goes 
about parading them before his neighbors and bemoaning his 
terrible luck. 

We never make conditions easier by telling ourselves how 
awful our troubles are. Nor does it ever help matters to go 
around telling a hard-luck story to everybody who will listen 
to us. 

William George Jordan speaks of "men who do not syn- 
dicate their sorrows." Of them he says: "They do not study 
their lives as under a microscope, then throw their miseries 
and troubles enlarged upon a screen and proceed to deliver a 
lecture on them." 

Just watch these men, and you will find that they are the 
ones who get along the easiest and the best. 

If you are in a bad situation and need help, you should 
make it known. If you are at the end of your resources and 
can't go on without help, you have the right to seek assistance. 
But there is no advantage to be gained by needlessly advertis- 
ing your troubles. 

If you are in trouble, the first and most important thing 
to do is to tell it to God, who is "an ever present help in the 
time of trouble." 

The world will treat you better and give you a better 
chance if you will keep the unbuttered side of your bread a 
little more concealed and display a little more the buttered 
side. 



THE BRIGHTER VIEW OF LIFE 

If God be for us, who can be against us? Rom. 8: 31. 

A German allegorical poem tells of a man who was leading 
a camel somewhere in Syria. The beast began to act strangely. 
The man fled in terror. The camel pursued. The frightened 
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man leaped Into a gorge. As he plunged downward, his fall 
was arrested by a bramble. There he hung suspended. Look- 
ing upward, he saw the horrible face of the camel Looking 
downward, he saw a dragon, open-jawed, ready to devour 
him. Looking in front of him, he saw two mice, one black and 
the other white, gnawing in turn at the root of the bush to 
which he was clinging. Overcome with the horror of his situa- 
tion, he saw no way of escape. Then he observed within his 
reach a cluster of ripe bramble berries. He began to eat these; 
and thus engaged, he dismissed from his mind the terrors of 
his plight. 

The meaning of the allegory, according to the poet, is this: 

The camel represents the troubles and cares of life, from 
which man flees. The dragon represents death, which is wait- 
ing to devour him. The black and white mice represent night 
and day, which gnaw away that which holds him to life. The 
ripe berries represent the daily pursuits in which man en- 
gages, causing him to forget the ugly and menacing realities 
of his position. 

What a gloomy view of life! 

We have a better and brighter view of life, we who believe 
in God and trust Him. 

"If God be for us, who can be against us?" What can 
trouble do to us? What can death do to us? "Who shall sep- 
arate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him that loved us" (Rom. 8: 35, 37). 

Let me speak by way of testimony, rather than as commen- 
tator. My trust in God dispels all my fears even the fear of 
death. My faith in God enables me to see life bright with 
hope and promise in spite of all its ills and troubles. Let the 
worst happen, I shall go on trusting God and adhering to this 
blighter view of life. 



THE CAPACITY FOR LOVING FOLKS 
Beloved, let us love one another. I John 4: 7. 

It is a great thing to love people the greatest thing in the 
world! 

There is nothing that ennobles life like love. There is noth- 
ing that so blesses our lives, and nothing that makes us such a 
blessing to the world. 

Love is the supreme factor in the development of a charac- 
ter which attempts to be like that of Jesus Christ. It is the 
supreme factor in the attainment of happiness. The happiest 
hours we ever experience are those in which we try to give 
someone else the very best that love can give. 

There are some who have a genius for loving people. They 
have a passion for humanity. Their hearts overflow with the 
milk of human kindness. Among these you will find the great 
philanthropists and the great servants of the race. Many of 
them you will find in hidden places, but they are nevertheless 
pouring out their hearts in love and devotion and helpfulness 
to those around them. 

Someone wrote of Prof. Henry Drummond: "His large 
capacity for loving folks made him a living magnet." It is 
said that when he entered a room his presence seemed to 
change the atmosphere. 

Where love is you can always feel it. And if it isn't there, 
you can feel that, too you feel its absence. 

What a benediction they are to the world, these great 
hearts with a genius for loving humanity! The world has 
been blessed by many types of genius, but its crowning bene- 
factions have sprung from the genius for loving people. 

"He that loveth" (I John 2: 10) he is the man possessed 
with the crowning genius. 

The motivating power behind all that Christ did for this 
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sinful world was His great love and passion for humanity. 
And to all His disciples, He says, "This is my commandment, 
That ye love one another, as I have loved you" (John 15: 13). 
The church could use larger wealth and larger facilities, 
but what it needs more than anything else is a larger capacity 
for loving folks. 



THE CASE OF THE MATERIALIST 

All that is in the world, the desire of the flesh and the desire of 
the eyes and the proud glory of life. . . . I John 2: 16 (Moffatt). 

Here you have the case of the materialist. He is one who 
seeks his satisfactions in the things of the world "the desire 
of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the proud glory of life." 
He believes that the things of the world, if not sufficient to 
satisfy fully, are the only things we have to look to for satis- 
faction. So he surrenders himself to cravings after worldly 
things. 

The cravings of the flesh are for what one can eat and 
drink and for what will. give physical pleasure. These things 
have their place, they are a part of life. The desire of the eyes 
is for beautiful things, such as human faces, art, architecture. 
All these are delightful, and may be uplifting, but they are 
only for a time. The pride of life takes in fashionable appear- 
ances, wealth of gold and glitter, pomp and power. Men make 
much over these, but they can be possessed for only a short 
while; at best, they afford only a passing pleasure and satis- 
faction. 

What, then, of the materialist? We have his true picture in 
the parable of the "rich fool." This man was a materialist. He 
lived for "the things that are in the world" the things that 
answered to the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the 
pride of life. His cravings were for things he could taste and 

117 



see and feel, for the things he could accumulate and own. He 
was never satisfied; he was always wanting more and more. 
In the end he leaves all, passes out into eternity with nothing 
in his possession that he could take with him. 

Is this all that life means? Is "all that is in the world' 7 all 
that is in life? 

The mystic apostle answers: "The world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever" (v. 17). 

The things of the world may please us for a while, as toys 
please a child for a while. Earthly things are meant to bless 
and enrich our earthly life. We need to learn how rightly to 
use them without abusing them (I Cor. 7: 31). But earthly 
things only partially answer our need. To have ample pro- 
vision, we must have God and the life and love of God within; 
we must have provision for the endless life that lies beyond. 
We are immortal beings, and we should live as immortals. 



THE CURE FOR PESSIMISM 

I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the 
Lord in the land of the living. Ps. 27: 13. 

Not in the land beyond the sky where the angels live, but 
down here on earth where human beings live this is where 
David believed to see the goodness of the Lord. All about 
him he saw a host of evil men, and such as breathe out cruelty 
(vv. 3, 12). It was depressing, the sight of all this wickedness 
and cruelty. It was enough to take the heart out of him and 
make him a pessimist. 

We have among us today many pessimists. They see only 
the dark side of things. They have a ready eye for all that is 
base and sordid, but no eye for the good and beautiful. Blind 
to the good and seeing only the bad, it is no wonder they have 
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become pessimists, lost hope for the world, and see only a 
gloomy outlook for the future. 

When I look around and see so much vice and meanness in 
the world, my heart would fail me, but for the fact that I see 
also a great deal of virtue and good. I have all confidence in 
the good I see. It is real and genuine, vital and aggressive. 
Herein is the cure for that pessimism which sees the world 
as only bad and hopelessly so. There is enough goodness in 
the world to make an optimist of any man who has the eyes 
to see it. 

The original Hebrew of the text has a word that is omitted 
in our translation "me." "Unless I had believed to see God's 
goodness to me in the land of the living." 

It makes all the difference whether I believe to see God's 
goodness to me while I am here on earth, or whether the 
journey through life is a wearisome tramp that I must make 
without Divine help and guidance. The good in store for us 
hereafter is alluring, but the thought of it does not entirely 
allure our thoughts from the sorrows and sufferings of the 
present life. We need some present good to sustain us and 
keep us going in the face of the world's hardness and dark- 
ness. 

My way may be very rough and very dark, but if I can see 
God's goodness around me and working for me, I know all is 
well; though I walk through the dark valley of the shadows, 
I have a faith that sustains me. It saves me from pessimism, 
keeps me confident in life's darkest hours, "To know that He 
is close to me, My God, my Guide .... He leadeth me, 
and so I walk quite satisfied." 
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THE LAND OF BEGINNING AGAIN 

Seek that ye may excel. I Cor. 14: 12. 

I suppose all of us, in our more sober moods, feel that we 
are not as good as we might be and are not doing as well as 
we might do, and wish that we might attain a higher degree 
of excellence in character and conduct. 

Doubtless many of us feel so ashamed of the way we have 
lived and acted, that we wish we might wipe the slate clean 
and start all over again. We recall the familiar lines and they 
become deeply personal: "I wish there were some wonderful 
place Called the Land of Beginning Again, Where all our 
mistakes and poor heartaches, Could be dropped like a 
shabby old coat at the door And never put on again" 
(Louisa Fletcher) . 

There is such a place. It is open to everyone through the 
gospel of Christ. 

It is a great gospel, a wonderful gospel, that Jesus gives 
sinning men and women another chance, that Christ can 
cleanse away the sins of the past, give a person a clean page 
and a fresh start, that He can take the prodigal by the hand 
and lead him back to the Father's house, put a robe on him, 
a ring on his hand, shoes on his feet, and set him in the Land 
of Beginning Again. 

But having been granted a new beginning, you must press 
on "toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3: 14). You must "make it your whole 
concern to furnish your faith with resolution, resolution 
with intelligence, intelligence with self-control, self-control 
with stedfastness, stedfastness with godliness, godliness with 
brotherliness, and brotherKness with Christian love" (II Pet. 
i: 5-7, Moffatt). 
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You wish to excel in these virtues and graces. That is good, 
but wishing is not enough. It requires something more solid 
than merely wishing to form the foundation for building 
Christian character. It takes faith faith in God, faith in 
life's possibilities, faith undergirded by a fixed determination 
to press on to those heights where the light of victory shines 
upon the upward path. This is the victory that comes to all 
who walk with Christ "the captain and perf ecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and hath sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God" (Heb. 12: 2, A. S. Version). 



THE LIGHT IN THE CLOUDS 

Men see not the bright light which is in the clouds. Job 37: 21. 

The light in the clouds is a reflection of the sun's light; 
it means that the sun is still shining; it is a prophecy of another 
sunrise, the dawn of a new day. 

This has a parallel in the realm of human life. 

Clouds of trouble and sorrow come over the lives of all of 
us, but they are not all darkness; there is always a light gleam- 
ing through them. The light means that the sun of God's love 
and goodness is still shining. 

"Thy mercy, O Lord is in the heavens; and Thy faithful- 
ness reacheth unto the clouds" (Ps. 36: 5). 

We are wont to look at the shadows the clouds cast upon 
our way. We look down and see only the darkness they 
spread around us. That is why "men see not the bright light 
which is in the clouds." 

Look up! The sun is shining somewhere. Look up, and you 
will see his radiance reflected in those clouds that seem so 
dark and gloomy. 
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Sunset means sunrise. 

I am now facing life's sunset, but I am looking forward to 
another sunrise the dawn of that eternal morning in the 
land where there shall be no more clouds, no more shadows. 



THE MESSAGE OF THE HILLS 

The precious things of the everlasting hills. Deut. 33: 15. 

The prophets and poets of the Bible felt the attraction and 
challenge of the mountains. To them, the hills symbolized 
the strength and majesty of God. The mountains spoke to 
them of God's power and peace, and reminded them of the 
permanence of His goodness and mercy. Thus they become 
sacramental; not so much piles of earth and stone as expres- 
sions of the inner mind and soul of God. It was this concep- 
tion that moved Moses to speak of "the precious things of 
the everlasting hills." This conception appears repeatedly in 
the Psalms. "The strength of the hills is His also" (95: 4). "I 
will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my 
help; my help corneth from the Lord" (121: 1-2). "The 
mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the hills, in 
righteousness" (72: 3). 

The consciousness of God, the knowledge of His righteous- 
ness, the assurance of His abiding lovingkindness, the ex- 
perience of the truth, mercy and grace of God, the sense of 
the Eternal these are "the precious things of the everlasting 
hills." These high truths can deeply move us, restrain us, in- 
spire us. They guarantee our utmost salvation, and nothing 
else can. 

Take, as an illustration, the saying, "The mountains shall 
bring peace to the people." Peace originates in strength and 
loftiness; elevation is the condition of power and calm. Only 
as we transcend our troubles can we master them and be at 
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peace. Peace amid the frictions and frustrations of daily life, 
is possible only as the soul is uplifted and invigorated by the 
strength of the heavenly hills. Lifting up our eyes unto the 
hills, we are lifted up, and the peace and quiet of the hills 
possess our minds and hearts. 

If you would become oblivious of earthly annoyances and 
irritations, and be able to live in this tumultuous world with 
a placid temper, lift up your eyes unto "the precious things 
of the everlasting hills." 

These precious things are all in your Bible. Walk out of 
the great chapters of the Bible into daily life, and you will be 
astonished at the strength and peace which garrison your 
soul. 



THE MINISTRY OF BEAUTY 

He hath made everything beautiful in its time. Eccles. 3:11. 

Why has God made everything beautiful in its season? 
Why has He written beauty upon the whole face of creation? 
Because beauty ministers to human life. 

Jesus said, "Man cannot live by bread alone, but by every 
word that issues out of the mouth of God" and one of the 
greatest of God's words is beauty. 

Man is more than a physical organism, he is a spiritual be- 
ing, and beauty is a tonic to the spirit. It is bread to the soul. 
It soothes and quiets the mind, and helps one to think more 
clearly. 

Luther always placed a flower on his desk before he began 
to write. His stormy nature needed the soothing influence of 
beauty's touch. 

We all need it the touch of the beautiful. 

If we would spend a little time every day in the realm of 



the beautiful, it would make much easier the hard, prosaic 
parts of life. 

Besides ministering to spiritual life, beauty ministers to 
practical life. 

If you have read Victor Hugo's classic, Les Miserables, you 
will recall how the bishop's housekeeper reproached him for 
planting flowers where he might have planted vegetables. To 
which he replied, "The beautiful is also the useful." 

Beauty and utility go hand in hand. 

Not only does beauty have esthetic value, it has economic 
value. 

People who live and work in the atmosphere of beauty are 
toned up to a higher key of joy and good will and energy 
and enthusiasm. 

"Give us bread, but give us roses, too," was the plea of a 
group of girls working in a factory. 

We can't live on roses, but without them life and human 
society would soon grow to be like stale bread. 

Beauty contributes to morale, and is conducive to content- 
ment. 

Give the workers in our stores and factories roses as well 
as bread, and there will be less unrest among them, more con- 
tentment, and a better morale. 

Let us live by every word of God, including His word 
which is beauty. 



THE POWER OF PERSONALITY 

Saul sent messengers to take David; and when they saw the com- 
pany of prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as appointed 
over them, the Spirit of God was upon the messengers of Saul, and 
they also prophesied. I Sam. 19: 20. 

Here was a marvelous thing, how those messengers were 
affected when they came into the presence of Samuel. The 
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incident reveals the power of a great soul, the tremendous 
influence of a divinely inspired personality. 

"Truth through personality," was Phillips Brooks' defini- 
tion of great preaching. 

A distinguished educator declared that the greatest thing a 
teacher ever brings to a pupil is not subject matter, but the 
uplift that comes from heart contact with a wholesome per- 
sonality. 

Through the years of my pastoral ministry, I came to know 
many people in the churches I served who wielded a power- 
ful and uplifting influence, not so much because of anything 
they said or did, but rather because of what they were. There 
was something fine and inspiring in their personality; some- 
thing you felt the moment you came into their presence; 
something that changed the atmosphere when they came 
around. From contact with them, you always got an uplift; 
your thoughts were lifted to a higher and nobler level; your 
feelings were softened and sweetened; you felt a new friend- 
liness toward everybody; your faith was strengthened to 
brave the ills of life; you caught a glimpse of brighter skies 
beyond the gathering mist, which made this life seem more 
worth while and heaven a surer heritage. 

Now, as I write, the faces of many of these people come 
up before me. Just thinking about them makes me feel better, 
lifts my heart. Many of them have passed on, but they seem 
not far away. I feel the touch of their spirits upon my spirit, 
making me more conscious of heaven. 

Don't feel that you can't wield a great influence because 
God has not given it to you to be a great prophet like Samuel 
or a great preacher like Phillips Brooks. Let the Spirit of God 
possess your soul, and you'll be a great soul, breathing into 
the souls of others a great influence. The Spirit of God 
touches the dull clay of our nature and makes it a radiant 
personality, Christlike in its beauty and warmth. And a Christ- 
like personality is the greatest force for good in the world. 
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THE PRACTICE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD 

The king shall joy in Thy strength, O Lord. Thou hast given him 
his heart's desire. Thou makest him glad with joy in Thy presence. 
Through the lovingkindness of the Most High he shall not be moved. 
Ps. 21: i, 2, 6, 7. 

Strength, satisfaction, joy, stability these resulting from 
the sense of God's presence. Living habitually in the realizing 
sense of the Divine Presence therein is the secret of unfail- 
ing strength, of abiding satisfaction, of perennial joy, of con- 
tinuing steadfastness. 

"Thou shalt hide them in the secret of Thy presence from 
the pride of man: Thou shalt keep them from the strife of 
tongues" (Ps. 31: 20). 

Why do we have so much "pride of man," so much "strife 
of tongues"? Is it because we have lost the consciousness of 
God's presence? In the presence of God the pride of man is 
lost in the contemplation of His glory. When "times of re- 
freshing come from the presence of the Lord," tongues of 
strife become tongues of praise. 

We are living in an age that magnifies the material above 
the spiritual. The material side of things is so near and so 
constant that somehow "the bloom has been rubbed off the 
flower of faith." We are moving so strenuously and hurriedly 
in the pursuit of wordly gains and pleasures, that we have no 
time to think of the heavenly riches and joys; we hardly have 
time to become acquainted with ourselves, much less to learn 
the secret of communion with God. 

"If I were a preacher," writes a layman, "I should above all 
things preach the practice of the presence of God." With- 
out question, what we need above all else is "a time of re- 
freshing from the presence of the Lord." 

Because we do not practice the presence of God, the light 
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is gone; we do not see life in the light of the eternal And the 
joy is gone. We have little satisfaction. We lack sureness and 
stability. We make ourselves miserable in "the pride of man," 
in "the strife of tongues," in the pursuit of things that can 
never satisfy us. 

The antidote to our blindness, weakness, failure, dissatis- 
faction and joylessness, lies in the practice of the presence of 
God. We would soon have a different story to tell of our lives, 
if we would learn to live habitually in the realizing sense of 
God's calming, sustaining, steadying, satisfying presence. 



THE SANCTUARY OF QUIETNESS 

In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength. Isa. 30: 15. 

We think of a sanctuary as a place of refuge from the cares 
and worries of life, a place where we may escape from the 
noises and the harassing voices of the world, a place to which 
we may go for a season of worship, prayer, and meditation 
upon holy things. We may go to church and find such a sanc- 
tuary there. But a period of quietness rightly observed any- 
where may become to us a sanctuary. 

Do you feel weary, careworn, disheartened? Are you op- 
pressed and burdened with anxiety? Are you troubled with 
thoughts that are heavy and dark? Are you disturbed and 
overwrought over some distressing situation? Has your brain 
become muddled and your heart faint from seeing and ex- 
periencing so much of the feverish straining and clashing 
conflicts of worldly life? 

Spend awhile in the sanctuary of quietness. 

There, as thousands of others have found, you will find 
relief from those things that disturb and distress you. You 
will find refreshment and renewal for your tired brain and 
weary heart. You will find a new understanding that will 
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help you to master conditions. You will experience a mental 
and spiritual regeneration that will restore to you the power 
to think hopefully, healthfully, triumphantly. Leave the world 
and its affairs outside, and come apart for a little while into 
this blessed sanctuary of quietness. 

"Keep silence before Me" (Isa. 41: i). 

"Be still, and know that I am God" (Ps. 46: 10). 

"Enter into thine inner chamber, and having shut thy 
door, pray to thy Father who is in secret" (Matt. 6: 6). 

"They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint" (Isa. 40: 31). 

"Men ought always to pray, and not to faint" (Luke 18: i). 



THE SENSE OF A COMRADE-GOD 

None of these things move me . . . . Acts 20: 24. 

This was a decisive moment in Paul's career. He was under 
a compelling urge of * the spirit to go to Jerusalem. He had 
been warned that persecution and bonds, perhaps death, 
awaited him there. But he declared: "None of these things 
move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I 
might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which I 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the 
grace of God." Paul was able to go to Jerusalem without any 
fear of what might befall him there, because he knew he was 
in God's great keeping. 

In the pursuit of his ministry Paul often found himself in 
difficult and dangerous situations. He suffered much, endured 
many hardships, encountered cruel treatment, often bitter 
persecution. But through it all, he had the sense of God's 
comradeship. Amid all his trials and troubles he experienced 
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the companionship of a wise, good and loving Father. There- 
fore, he knows that he is not an orphan in a friendless uni- 
verse; that he is not a helpless chip, beaten about by the cur- 
rents of time; that he is not a rudderless ship, tossed about on 
blind waves, with no certain port; that "Behind the dim un- 
known standeth God within the shadows, keeping watch 
above His own." 

Why are so many people frightened back when duty calls? 
Why are so many people crushed by trouble? Why does suf- 
fering make them bitter? Why does adversity sour them? 
Why are so many lacking in the self-possessed experience of 
Paul? 

The answer is close in their own hearts. They have no 
comrade-God in their experience. They hear no Father's 
voice amid the confused noises of life. 

In the Book of Revelation, the apostle John hears a voice, 
saying: "Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the living 
one; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore, and 
I have the keys of death and of Hades" (Rev. i: 17-18). Hear- 
ing that voice and listening to what it went on to say, there 
came to John a new confidence in the ultimate triumph of 
good over evil, truth over falsehood, life over death. The 
human heart needs to hear that voice if it is to rise above the 
troubles and sorrows of life into a serene and abiding con- 
fidence. 

The answer to all our fears and misgivings lies in the sense 
of a comrade-God. 
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THE SPIRIT THAT STOOPS TO SERVE 

He rose from the table, laid aside his robe, and tied a towel round 
him, then poured water into a basin and began to wash the feet of 
the disciples, John 13: 4 (MofFatt). 

What a stoop it was when the Lord and Master stooped 
down to wash the feet of those Galilean rustics who made 
up the band of His disciples! Here is an example of what He 
wants of us who bear His name the spirit of humility, the 
spirit that stoops to serve. 

The disciples needed that ministry of cleansing. There was 
dust to be washed from their feet, that and much more. Their 
minds and hearts needed cleansing. 

Looking back on the scene, if we are honest with ourselves, 
we shall see that the first need of man in the presence of God 
is to be cleansed. Our feet, like the feet of the disciples, are 
dusty with the road, the road of everyday life. Our minds, 
too, and our hearts need to be cleansed cleansed from the 
dust of selfishness, the dust of pride, the world's dust. And it 
is only Christ who can do for us what in beautiful symbol He 
did for His disciples long ago. 

Let us imagine ourselves in that upper room where the 
Master and His disciples are gathered. We see the Master rise 
from the table, lay aside His robe, and tie a towel round Him. 
We hear the pleasant sound of running water. The basin is 
filled. We see the service of cleansing. As we watch the serv- 
ice to its close, we feel as did George Bethune: "O blessed 
Jesus, when I see Thee bending, Girt as a servant, at Thy serv- 
ants' feet, To wash their dust away, and make them meet To 
share Thy feast, I know not to adore, Whether Thy humble- 
ness or glory more." 

With what shattering effect this scene rebukes our pride 
and vanity! 
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Looking back on the scene, we cannot fail to see the beauty 
of humility, the greatness of the spirit that stoops to serve. 

I think Peter was seeing again, in his mind's eye, the Master 
with the towel tied round Him, when he wrote the Christian 
brotherhood, "You must all put on the apron of humility to 
serve one another" (I Pet. 5: 5, Moffatt). 

"More like the Master I would ever be, more of His meek- 
ness, more of His humility, more of His spirit, the wanderer 
to win. More of His love to others I would show. Purge me 
from sin, O Lord, wash me and keep me Thine f orevermore" 
(Hymn) . 



THE SOUL'S HUNGER AND THIRST 

Ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled 
with drink. Hag. i: 6. 

There is an old story that tells of a knight and his company 
who were travelling through a desert. They suddenly beheld 
a castle, into which they were invited and hospitably wel- 
comed. A feast was spread before them, and each man ate 
and drank his fill. But as soon as they left the enchanted halls, 
they were as hungry as before they sat at the magic table. 

In this story is seen a picture of the kind of lives many peo- 
ple live. They spend their lives going from one fairy castle to 
another, seeking to satisfy their hunger and thirst at magic 
tables spread with earthly goods and delights; but, again and 
again, they come away with the same gnawing hunger and 
the same torturing thirst. "It is as when a hungry man dream- 
eth, and, behold, he eateth; but he awaketh, and his soul is 
empty: or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and, behold, he 
drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, and his 
soul hath appetite" (Isa. 29: 8). 

Byron feasted abundantly at the world's magic tables. Hear 
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his testimony: "Though gay companions o'er the bowl, Dis- 
pel awhile the sense of ill, Though pleasure fill the maddened 
soul, The heart, the heart is lonely still." And at last he said: 
"My days are in the yellow leaf, The flower and fruit of love 
are gone The worm, the canker, and the grief Are mine 
alone." 

The things that relate to the earthly side of our lives are 
not to be despised. The trouble is, men forget the spiritual 
side of their lives and seek to make life a mere revel and 
banquet. The result is perpetual unrest and discontent. 

You cannot stay the hungers of your heart with worldly 
things. You cannot quench your soul's thirst out of the 
world's "golden empty cups." Leave God out of the cup, and 
no matter how rich the portion it contains of earthly goods 
and delights, the result is unsatisfied hunger and thirst. 

There is no fact stranger or more tragical in the histories 
of men and women than that they do not learn by a thousand 
disappointments that worldly things will not avail to make 
them satisfied, restful and happy. 

God is the soul's meat and drink. He alone satisfies the 
soul's hunger and thirst. 



THE STIMULUS OF REBUFFS 

Unto this present hour we are buffeted. I Cor. 4: n. 

"Knocked about," is the rendering in the Moffatt trans- 
lation. One cannot move around much in this world without 
being knocked about in some way. But one is a poor sort of 
man, and unworthy of the world's rewards, if he tries to 
avoid the world because he is afraid of its blows. "He is not 
worthy of the honeycomb that shuns the hive because the 
bees have stings" (Shakespeare) . 

Men who stand above the common level in wealth and 
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position may seldom meet with rebuffs. They are more likely 
to be flattered, catered to, bootlicked, which may be all the 
worse for them. I would rather have some rude persons re- 
buff me now and then than to have sycophants continually 
fawning on me. If I am inclined to be vain, I need the disci- 
pline of rebuffs, not the flattery of sycophants. I need "the 
messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above 
measure" (II Cor. 12: 7). Indeed, like Paul, I might well add 
a good measure of self -beating (I Cor. 9: 27). 

I do not envy those whose wealth and position make them 
immune from kicks and rebuffs. Until we are fit for the com- 
pany of angels, it is better for us to live in company with the 
common run of people and share with them the rough-and- 
tumble discipline which is the normal experience in their lot. 
Such discipline is hard to endure. We often grow weary of it, 
and wish that we might escape into some haven of ease. But 
the easy life is not the best life, nor the happiest. To most of 
us, it would mean stagnation, an ignoble resignation to stay 
where we are, and cease striving to go on to anything better. 
We require some blows and rebuffs, not alone for discipline, 
but as a stimulus to keep us going forward. 

When a bee steals from a flower, it also fertilizes that 
flower. We may smart from the sting of ill-treatment, but the 
pain stimulates us. Not many of us would ever go far in life 
if we never experienced the stimulation that comes from be- 
ing knocked about. Browning welcomes each rebuff: 

That makes life's smoothness rough; 

Each sting that bids not sit, nor stand, but go! 
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THE SUPREME MUST 

Have faith in God. Mark n: 22. 

"I'm desperate, I can't go on any longer, I need some 
faith." 

"I've lost my faith. Nothing is important any more, nothing 
matters." 

"Life has let me down, If only I had a faith to lift me up. 
Having no faith, I can see no hope in life." 

Here are three expressions of despair. In each case, the 
reason given for despair was lack of faith belief in God 
gone, hope gone. 

"I can't go on any longer." "Nothing matters." "No hope 
in life." 

There is tragedy in those words, unspeakable tragedy! 

The most tragic sight in the world, is that of a person "hav- 
ing no hope and without God in the world" (Eph. 2: 12). 

If one is to make his way through this world without losing 
hope, without being driven to despair by the hard and disap- 
pointing experiences of life, without becoming cynical be- 
cause of the wicked and cruel things that go on in the world, 
without coming to feel that life is meaningless and futile, that 
nothing is important, that nothing matters, he must believe 
in God, a God of truth and right, a God whose purposes 
cannot fail, a God whose love is unfailing, a God who "stand- 
eth within the shadows, keeping watch above His own." 

A person without faith in God may go on for a while, and 
it may seem that everything is going well with him; but, 
sooner or later, his life will become a tangled web and all 
sorts of dark shadows will begin to creep into his mind. 

"I must learn to believe again, I must! " exclaimed one who 
had lost faith. 

How right! We speak of this and that as a must. Faith in 
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God is a must the supreme must! Lack of faith in God 
leads to a lack of faith in morality as a measure of the good 
life. It leads to a lack of faith in the triumph of truth and right. 
It leads to a lack of faith in life and its abiding value. It 
leads to a lack of confidence and courage. Without faith, you 
are left "having no hope and without God in the world." 

Have faith in God! 

That, I repeat, is the supreme must. 



TAKE IT TO GOD IN PRAYER 

He knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with 
Him. Dan. 2: 22. 

There are various kinds of darkness in life that sorely try 
the spirit. 

Perplexity often makes life a dark way. So many decisions 
have to be made in the dark; that is, so far as the human mind 
can see. If only we could see all, the elements involved and 
what results would follow from the decisions we take, how 
surefootedly we could step out! If we could always see 
through things, how much simpler life would be. 

There is one thing we can always do take our perplexity 
to God. He sees all the elements involved, and is able to shed 
light on the situation. When he uttered the words of our text, 
Daniel had just been faced with a great perplexity. He called 
together a little group likeminded with himself in faith to- 
ward God, not so much to discuss the situation, but to get 
their co-operation in prayer. The answer came in a clear 
revelation. We often get light on a problem through prayer 
when discussion has failed to bring an answer. 

Another darkness is that of hidden sorrow a burden we 
have to bear alone. If only we could open up our heart to an 
understanding friend, half the burden would be gone. But it 
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may be there is no human being near us who could fully enter 
into our situation with understanding sympathy. Even if 
there were such an one, somehow we cannot put our sorrow 
in words. We can't express our feelings. Maybe the sorrow 
is caused by something we would not wish to reveal to any- 
one, some humiliating failure or some trouble in the home. 
We just have to go on in the darkness alone. That is, so far 
as human comradeship is concerned. 

And yet we need not walk alone. There is One who under- 
stands, and who offers us His comradeship. God sees to the 
very depth of our trouble. "He knoweth what is in the dark- 
ness." We can share our sorrow with Him. 

If you have a secret trouble or sorrow, tell God about it. 
You can rely on His sympathy. He knows the heaviness of 
the burden you bear. He knows the secret agony from which 
you suffer. He understands your feelings the feelings you 
can't express. 

If there is anything making life dark for you, whatever it 
is, take it to God in prayer. a ln His arms He'll take and shield 
thee, thou wilt find a solace there." 



THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER 

In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God. Phil. 4: 6. 

Prayer should always be accompanied with thanksgiving. 
An ungrateful heart cannot truly pray. To be ungrateful is 
to be selfish. If selfishness enters into prayer, we ask amiss, 
that we may spend it in our pleasures ( Jas. 4: 3 ) . 

Prayer is the mightiest force in the world. If God made this 
mighty power available to ungrateful and selfish people, 
they would use it for their own advantage and aggrandize- 
ment; they might employ ij against people they disliked. 



Instead of using prayer to get God's will done, they would 
turn it into a means of accomplishing their own desires and 
designs, and the result would be disastrous. 

Prayer brings us into contact with the omnipotent Power. 
Thus James could say, "The prayer of a good man is full of 
power in its working" (Jas. 5: 16). 

God and man working together, that is prayer. And this 
method of co-operation with God has to do with the direc- 
tion of unseen forces, the directing of those forces toward 
the accomplishment of the Divine will in the redemption of 
a lost world and the building of the kingdom of God in human 
society. 

That prayer is a means of co-operating with God in get- 
ting His will done, and not merely a means of getting things 
for ourselves, is a truth we need to remember. We may pray 
for many things, but never should we pray for anything sel- 
fishly. It is asking amiss to ask for something, even a spiritual 
blessing, just to be used for our own satisfaction or pleasure. 
The spirit of prayer is cancelled out if our prayers are moti- 
vated by self-interest. 

If we are grateful to God for His blessings upon us, our 
prayers will reach out to others to bring His blessings upon 
them. 

For temporal blessings, let our prayers be moderate and 
qualified; for spiritual blessings, for light and strength and 
grace that we may be more efficient and more effective in 
the service of God, let them be unbounded and importunate. 

The redemption of the world is the supreme purpose to- 
wards which all the Divine activities are directed, and all of 
our prayers should be aimed in this direction, whether we 
pray for temporal or spiritual blessings. 
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THERE IS ALWAYS GOD 

Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, 
and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us. I Sam. 7: 12. 

To Israel this Ebenezer-stone was to be a perpetual re- 
minder of God's help and deliverance in an hour when 
disaster had threatened to overwhelm them. It was to be the 
voice of experience, saying to them that they could always 
count on God and need never despair of hope. 

Some will say that experience dims hope. That is not true 
when God has entered into our experience. There is no surer 
incentive to faith than the recollection of God's past mercies 
and blessings. Some people remember only the worst that 
has happened to them, and naturally for them experience can 
only be a prophecy of the worst. 

The message of Ebenezer and, indeed, of all Scripture and 
all experience, is that the worst never happened. There is no 
recorded disaster or calamity which could not have been 
worse. In the realm of personal experience, there has been no 
sorrow or loss that might not conceivably have been worse, 
or might not have been accompanied by those compensations 
and mitigations which take the edge off life's bitterest ex- 
periences. 

Another truth to be cherished is that the worst never will 
happen. The story is told of a famous Welsh preacher's catch- 
ing a congregation as only a dramatic Welshman can. "Do 
you remember," he asked in his guileless way, "that year 
when the winter was so protracted that the trees did not 
bud?" He went on to describe the things that did not happen 
as they should have done in springtime. And just as the con- 
gregation was worked up trying to recall the particular year, 
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he broke In: "Of course you don't remember; it never hap- 
pened and never will!" 

Strange things happen in the world famines, pestilences, 
earthquakes, storms; and in the human world social upheavals, 
revolutions, wars. Sometimes it looks as though the worst has 
happened or must surely happen. But over against the back- 
ground of all these dark events and threatenings, there is 
always the light of hope. There is always God! 



THERE IS LIFTING UP 

When they are cast down, then thou shah say, There is lifting up 
Job 22: 29. 

A young man in the submarine service in World War II 
wrote these lines: 

I want up. 

It's dark down here! 

It's quiet down here! 

It's lonely down here! 

No light. Just the glow of emergency bulbs. 

No noise. Just the ebb and flow of air in our lungs. 

No talking. But a lot of thinking. 

We're on the bottom. . . . 

Somehow, sweating it out down here 

In the cold and the dark and the fear, 

It seems to me I get things straighter than I used to. 

I want this war over quick, and when it's over, 

I want up! 

That's what I'm fighting for up! 

When I read the lines I thought of the verse quoted from 
Job. The verse has been rendered, "When the paths are made 
low, then thou shalt say, Up." But I prefer the reading, 
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"There is lifting up." When we are down in the bottom places 
of life, "in the cold and the dark and the fear," we should 
fight and encourage ourselves by saying, "Up." But that's not 
enough. We need the faith that says, "There is lifting up." 
We need to look to a source of strength above and beyond 
ourselves, and that source is God. 

"Thou hast in love lifted my soul out of the pit" (Isa. 38: 

17)- 

"He brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay" (Ps. 40: 2). 

We often hear it said that God helps those who help them- 
selves. But there is so much I cannot do for myself but which 
God can do for me, and will do if I am willing and trust Him. 
I can always look to Him and say, "There is lifting up." 



TURNING TO GOD IN THE NIGHT 

I have remembered thy name, O Lord, in the night. Ps. 119: 55. 

There is a story told of Sir Harry Lauder, the famed enter- 
tainer of Scotland. He and a boyhood friend were spending an 
evening together. As they sat by the fire Sir Harry said: "We 
are both getting older, and I suppose our views of life are 
sober and settled by now. My only bairn was killed in the 
war. I have had my moments of bitterness and desolation. I 
have been at the point when a man does one of three things 
he becomes desperate, or takes to drink, or turns to God. 
John, I have had to turn to God, the God we learnt about 
when we were lads together. Let's kneel down and pray as we 
used to do in the Auld Kirk." 

It is something often noted that in time of great sorrow or 
great calamity men become more tolerant of the faith of their 
mothers. From the earliest time men, who in prosperity have 
been inclined either to indifference or to sneers, have in disas- 
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ter come to realize that they are dependent upon a superior 
power. The old-time religion that in the busy marts has been 
swept aside by those too practical to give thought to the 
future, has in the midst of trouble reimpressed itself upon 
helpless men; and all the theologies and creeds, all the notions 
advanced by so-called progressive men, are as mere baubles 
at such a time in comparison with the simple religion they 
learned at Sunday school or in a godly home. 

In the day, when the sun of health and prosperity shines 
upon us, we are prone to forget God. But "in the night" 
the night of trouble or sickness or sorrow we remember 
Him and instinctively turn to Him for succour and comfort; 
or else, as Sir Harry Lauder said, we become desperate and 
surrender to despair. 

Perhaps it is night now in your life. You have met with 
sorrow or reverses or some sore disappointment, and every- 
thing about you is draped in curtains of darkness. It may be 
that you forgot God in your prosperous and happy days 
but He has not forgotten you! He is "an ever present help in 
the time of trouble." Take your courage in both hands and 
back with you to the old faith, back to the altar of prayer! 
Lift your heart in prayer to God. You will be surprised at the 
wondrous response of His love. He will not leave you to 
walk alone. He will come to you and be your Companion in 
the night. 



THANKFULNESS AND COURAGE 

He thanked God, and took courage. Acts 28: 15. 

There was a vital relation between these acts, thanking 
God and taking courage. 

First, when Paul thanked God for His help in the past, it 
meant a recommittal to his mission. He had endured many 
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hardships; but in spite of that, he saw grounds for gratitude. 
The avowal of his gratitude implied a determination to com- 
mit himself anew to the task before him. And when one 
commits himself to an undertaking, the very act quickens 
his courage and strengthens him for the undertaking. 

Second, giving thanks brightened Paul's outlook. He saw 
new hope and promise in the things for which he gave thanks. 
He saw that, notwithstanding the opposition and privations he 
had suffered, there was no occasion for discouragement, but 
rather reasons for a cheerful view. Hence, the renewal of his 
courage. There is no better cure for downcastness than giv- 
ing thanks. When we consider what we have to be grateful 
for, our hardships seem less hard, and our work and circum- 
stances look more encouraging. Thankfulness paints a rainbow 
in the darkest clouds. The thankful spirit is always optimistic. 
And optimism inspires courage. 

Third, Paul found renewal of courage in his thankfulness, 
because in the act of giving thanks he was brought up face to 
face with God. "He thanked God, and took courage." He 
saw God back of his life, his mission, his sufferings, his bless- 
ings, his triumphs. Viewing God's power and love and mercy, 
and seeing these in relation to his own life and needs, how 
could he but take courage? We never see God in His good- 
ness and love, and in the blessed sense of personal relationship 
with Him, until we see Him through grateful eyes. We must 
be thankful to really know God. And to know Him, to keep 
Him ever in view as the source of all our good and the spon- 
sor of our work and purpose, is to have an unfailing inspira- 
tion and courage. The heart that sees and knows God, is 
always a brave heart. 

Make the matter personal. Thank God, and dedicate your- 
self anew to your vocation and duties. In doing so, you will 
get a heightened vision of God and a brightened vision of 
the future. The result will be a renewal of your confidence 
and courage. 
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UNCHANGED NEEDS IN A CHANGING WORLD 

.... grace to help in time of need. Heb. 4: 16. 

Our era has been marked by many radical changes. I can 
scarcely realize the changes that have taken place in my life- 
time. In the days of my youth, we had no telephones, no 
electric lights, no automobiles, no airplanes, no radios, no 
televisions. 

The end is not yet. Almost every day brings some new 
change. Who can tell what changes will come through the 
development and use of atomic energy? or as the result of 
the social, political and economic revolution now going on 
throughout the world? 

This is indeed an age of change. But the deep down things 
have not changed. Human appetites and passions, human am- 
bitions and longings, human weaknesses and shortcomings 
have undergone no change. 

I never met a sinless person, and I never meet one today. 
Men are still tempted, and still yield to temptation. We still 
experience the same disappointments and frustrations, and 
suffer the same sorrows and heartaches, as people did centuries 
ago. And this means that we belong to the same human stock 
as that of our fathers before us, that human nature is still the 
same, and the human heart. 

There are the same old needs. And there is the same gospel 
to meet these needs. Science cannot meet them. Science has 
added much to our comforts, but it cannot comfort sorrow- 
ing hearts. It has removed many evils from society, but it 
cannot remove sin from human life. There is no substitute 
for God. No findings of science, no ideology, no philosophy 
can take the place of the gospel 

Human beings are in every essential the same in every 
century of human history. 



With all the changes and improvements science has made, 
men still need God; they still need Christ, the Savior from 
sin; they still need His keeping, sustaining and comforting 
grace. "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need." 

We live in a state of constant and unceasing change. There 
is only one thing sure today's God will be tomorrow's God 
today's Savior will be tomorrow's Savior. 



WHAT RELIGION DEMANDS 

Follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. III John n. 

However defined theologically, religion is ever a call to 
men to forsake that which is evil and follow that which is 
good. 

Men have sometimes thought of religion as a kind of dis- 
tinct entity something separate from all the other concerns 
of life, to the pursuit of which one might give himself, just 
as one gives himself to art, or literature, or politics. But that 
is an entirely wrong conception. Religion, instead of being 
one among many provinces of life, is rather something which 
includes them all. 

Instead of being a thing apart from the ordinary affairs of 
life, it is just there or nowhere that religion is to have sway, 
to be realized and lived. 

Religion demands goodness; it makes goodness the principal 
thing. It teaches that above all else we should seek after good- 
ness. This does not mean that the other rightful ambitions of 
life are to be denied, but that they are to be kept in due sub- 
ordination to what must ever be the supreme aim of every 
true life to do what is right and good, to be good and do 
good. 
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There are many things that are desirable; there is one thing 
that is necessary I do not have to succeed in attaining my 
ambition, but I must do right. 

Life sets before us many and varying forms of greatness; 
but high above all other forms of greatness is the greatness 
of goodness. 

Promotion in office, prosperity in business, honors and rib- 
bons for distinguished service all these are well for us if we 
deserve them. Yet are they all but as the small dust of the 
balance by the side of what is right. 

You may not always judge things by this standard. Many 
clamorous tongues may seek to drown the voice of the better 
self within you. But, make no mistake about it, there will 
come a time when all these tongues will be hushed, and in 
that holy silence of the soul you will know know beyond 
all question that it is for ever true, that better than to be 
rich or clever or famous is it to be pure and true and good. 
You will come to see, sooner or later, that better than all 
things else is what religion demands. 



WHAT RELIGION DOES FOR PEOPLE 

O taste and see that the Lord is good. Ps. 34: 8. 

To find out how good the Lord is, you must taste for your- 
self. 

The best argument for religion is the experience of peo- 
ple who have tried it. Here is an argument that is written large 
in the lives of millions of people. To these people, religion is 
no mere theory, no mere theology. They feel something, 
something deep and real. They have experienced something, 
something vital and life-changing, something sustaining, some- 
thing satisfying, something inspiring. 

In the little village where I spent my boyhood, there was 



a man wno stands out in my memory. You could go through 
that village and ask every person you met about him, and 
they would every one say, "That man's got religion!" Not 
in the least was he ostentatious. On the contrary, one of the 
traits which gained for him such high and universal esteem 
was his meekness and humility. 

There was nothing unusual about this man, except that he 
made it his chief aim to live his religion. He possessed no out- 
standing gifts or talents. He was not the kind of man the 
world would regard as successful. Luxuries were wholly 
unknown to him. Yet he seemed perfectly contented. I never 
heard him utter a word that indicated the least envy of others 
because they had things he could not have. I never knew a 
more faithful man he was faithful to every duty. He was 
one of the happiest men I have ever known. I never saw him 
in a grouch, never saw any mark on his face that betrayed 
an unhappy mood. Always and everywhere, he greeted you 
with a pleasant look, a kindly word, and a smile of good 
cheer. He was strictly religious, but he carried his religion 
with a smile. At the prayer-meetings of his church he always 
gave his testimony. And what a joyful and inspiring testimony 
it was! It would make anybody, even a hardened sinner, want 
to be a Christian to hear him sing, as I often heard him, " 'Tis 
so sweet to trust in Jesus, just to take Him at His word, just 
to rest upon His promise. . . . O for grace to trust Him 
more!" Many times I saw him face the congregation and cry, 
"O taste and see that the Lord is good!" He had his troubles, 
but in time of trouble he leaned hard on God and confided 
in His love. 

This man's life provides a shining example of what religion 
does for people. 
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WHICH CONCERNS BURDENS 

The Lord grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the house 
of her husband. Ruth i: 9. 

Rest In the house of a husband! Burdened with household 
responsibilities, how can a wife find rest? I have frequently 
been in homes where the wife, with servants to carry on the 
work of the household, was relieved of all care. These care- 
free wives, I have observed, are usually restless. 

If all our burdens were taken from us, life would soon lose 
its interest and cease to be a challenge to us; we would soon 
find ourselves being tossed about by every wave that rolls, 
like an unladen ship out on a rolling sea. 

An old grandfather's clock had been ticking oif the time 
for generations. Its momentum came from a heavy weight 
suspended by a double chain. The owner thought it was too 
bad that such an old clock should have to bear so great a 
load. So he removed the weight. The ticking stopped. The 
old clock, by ceasing to tick, seemed to say, "Put my weight 
back, it is what keeps me ticking." 

Have we not often noticed how, when a man grows old 
and retires and is left with no load to carry, he begins to lose 
strength and soon ceases to tick? To avoid that, the retired 
old man should take on a load of some kind. He can find open 
doors for many little acts of kindness and useful services, 
and thus find new interest in life. And he has the opportunity 
to build a better person. There is a new growth possible in 
old age. This is a challenge to keep the aged ticking. 

The Hebrew word for burden signifies that the burden is 
a gift. 

Our burden is a gift from God, intended to bless us, not to 
break us. 

The word "strain" has a double meaning. It may mean a 
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burden, the strain of which is hard to bear; but it may also 
mean a charming bit of music, the strain of which is a delight. 
Is it too much to say that God enables us to bear the strain 
of the burden because of the music in the strain of the song? 

David testified that, at a time when he was under a great 
strain, the Lord put a new song in his mouth (Ps. 40: 1-3). 

A song in the heart helps us to bear our burdens makes 
our load seem lighter. 

One of life's greatest joys is in bearing burdens. 



WHICH CONCERNS UNHAPPINESS 

I said in my heart, Come now, I will prove thee with mirth, and 
thou shalt enjoy good: and behold, this also was vanity. Eccles. 
2: i. 

There is no gainsaying the fact that the world is full of 
disappointed and unhappy people. Why is this so? Why do 
the objects and pursuits of life to which so many people de- 
vote themselves turn out to be disappointing, leaving them 
discontented and unhappy? 

The answer is disclosed in the confession of the sated Solo- 
mon: "I made me great works: I builded me houses; I planted 
me vineyards; I made me gardens and parks; I made me pools 
of water; I got me servants and maidens; I gathered me silver 
and gold; I got me men singers and women singers. And 
whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them. Then 
I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on 
the labor that I had labored to do; and, behold, all was vanity 
and striving after wind, and there was no profit under the 
sun" (Eccles. 2: 4-11). 

Too much me in all this. No thought of anybody but me, 
me, me. Eight times in this brief paragraph he uses that per- 
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sonal pronoun. I made me this and made me that. I got me 
this and got me that. 

This tells why so many people are unhappy. There is too 
much me in all that they labor to do. Their striving after 
happiness is like striving after wind they can never catch 
up with it, never lay hold upon it. 

People make themselves unhappy by making happiness the 
chief end of life. In whatever direction they turn, their object 
is to gain something which they think will add to their pleas- 
ure and enjoyment of life. 

If Solomon, with his ingenuity and vast resources, could 
not reach a better end by pursuing wordly objects and lux- 
urious indulgence, what can anyone of less degree hope to 
gain by pursuing a course of selfishness and perpetually seek- 
ing earthly pleasures and temporal delights? It is a selfish and 
mean view of life which makes it a pursuit of pleasure, and 
nothing in God's universe is more surely doomed to defeat 
and disappointment. 

No one can be happy who lives only for himself. The self- 
centered life can never be a happy life. Self-indulgence is 
the joy-killer of human life. Self-denial and doing good to 
others therein is the secret of happiness. 



WHERE HEARTS ARE UNITED 

Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. Exod. 4: 27. 

The words were spoken to Aaron, the brother of Moses. 
And the common participation in a desert experience was to 
knit the hearts of these two brothers as they had never been 
knit before. 

Aaron had doubtless met Moses hundreds of times previous 
to this meeting in the wilderness. They had doubtless been in 
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constant intercourse during the time Moses lived in the palace 
as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. Maybe Aaron had been a 
guest at the palace on many gay and festive occasions. 

But their meeting in the quiet and lonely region of Mount 
Horeb was to draw them together as they had never hitherto 
been drawn together. It was to reveal each to the other in a 
new light, and unite them in the bonds of a new understand- 
ing of each other, a new sympathy and comradeship. 

In the story of the Exodus you see these two join hands in 
that great adventure, and through the days and years ahead, 
amidst great trials and hardships, standing side by side as true 
brothers. 

It is not in the halls of gaiety and mirth that the deepest 
friendships are formed, but rather in the desert places of 
life where we become mutual participants in some common 
sorrow or bereavement. 

To understand and appreciate a man, to form any real 
attachment for him, you must share with him some desert 
experience. Not the sunlit road, but the road in the wilder- 
ness, is the road to real friendship and comradeship. 

When Moses and Aaron met in the palace, it was as a meet- 
ing of prince and plebeian. They never met as real brothers 
until they met in the wilderness. And so of all of us we 
have to meet in the wilderness before we come to know one 
another as real brothers. 

Is it not true of a husband and wife that, before they really 
know and appreciate each other, they must share some pain or 
grief? 

In the wilderness of isolation enforced by adversity or sick- 
ness or bereavement there is where hearts are united. 



150 



WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING 

Where shall wisdom be found? Where is the place of understand- 
ing? Job 28: 12. 

After raising this question, Job continues: 

"Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in 
the land of the living. It cannot be gotten for gold, neither 
shall silver be weighed for the price thereof. Yea, the price of 
wisdom is above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal 
it, neither shall it be valued with pure gold. Whence then 
cometh wisdom? Where is the place of understanding? God 
understandeth the way thereof, and He knoweth the place 
thereof. And unto man He said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, 
that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding." 

The man who pursues evil is devoid of wisdom; he has no 
understanding of life and its meaning never will have unless 
he departs from evil and begins to live in the fear of the Lord, 
in fear of offending God's love and incurring His displeasure. 

The treasures we so feverishly seek and so greatly cherish 
such things as gold and silver and precious stones are as 
dust in comparison with wisdom and understanding. Wealth 
is no substitute for God. You may make a god of gold, but 
it cannot supply the wisdom and understanding necessary 
for wholesome and happy living. 

The answer to Job's question is in the words, "God under- 
standeth." Things that perplex us do not perplex Him. There 
is comfort in the truth God understands us! He understands 
our weakness, knows our need. That is the basis of our con- 
fidence, our hope, our comfort, our happiness. 

God revealed His wisdom and understanding in Christ. "In 
Him life lay, and this life was the Light for men (John i: 
4, Moffatt) light making clear the way of wisdom and un- 
derstanding. If we walk with Christ in the way He marks out, 
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we shall not walk in darkness; we shall walk in the light, even 
as He is in the light (I John i: 7). We shall have nothing to 
conceal, and do nothing we would wish to hide. He will be 
Light, to guide our feet into the way of peace, to shine upon 
us, so that we shall be able to see through all the mists and 
shadows that may overcast our pathway (Luke i: 78-79). 

"Sun of my soul! Thou Savior dear, It is not night if Thou 
be near" (Hymn). 



WHY I AM A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST 

As he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the re- 
ceipt of customs, and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and 
followed him. Mark 2: 14. 

There is something in human nature that will not be satis- 
fied with a mean sort of life. There is something divine in us 
which can never be content as long as we harbor in our hearts 
selfishness, hate, and greed; something which can only be 
content when we are striving after the finest, the noblest, 
the best. And there is One who waits to come into our hearts 
to impart to us His goodness, One who is able to turn sel- 
fishness into unselfishness, hate into love, greed into gener- 
osity. 

This, I think, explains why Matthew, surnamed Levi, re- 
sponded so readily when Jesus called to him and said, "Follow 
me." Jesus was already known to him. He knew of His teach- 
ings and ministry of healing. He was acquainted with Andrew, 
Peter, James, and John they were his neighbors. They had 
become disciples of Jesus, and Matthew had seen a difference 
in their lives. The change in their lives pointed up something 
he had been longing for. He was not satisfied with the sort 
of life he had been living. He saw in Jesus the promise of 
something that would lift him to a higher level, that would 
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make life better and happier and more radiant, something 
that would give new meaning to his life, and a new purpose. 

Any good example helps us. But we need something more 
than an inspiring example. I am a follower of Christ, not only, 
not chiefly, because in His example is the highest standard of 
character and conduct and human duty, but because I have 
found Him to be the Savior I needed, that what He bids me 
be and do, He enables me to be and do. I have found, as Paul 
testified, "In Him who strengthens me, I am able for any- 
thing" (Eph. 4: 13). 

If Christ is to make His goodness realizable in your life, He 
must come, not first as the perfect example to be followed, 
but as Savior from sin, as the Great Deliverer who will strike 
off the chains and set the captive free. It is so that He comes. 
He bends over the weakest of us, and says, "Follow me." If 
we follow Him, He makes His own strength ours. He walks 
at our side, and aids our stumbling feet up the steep path to- 
wards the ideal He sets before us. 

This, I repeat, is why I am a follower of Christ. 



YOU CAN BE MADE OVER 

I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a 
work on the wheels. And the vessel he made of clay was marred in 
the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel. Jer. 18: 
3-4- 

This that Jeremiah saw in the potter's house is a parable of 
how the Divine Potter remakes the characters and lives of 
men. As the potter remade the marred vessel, so God has a 
way of remaking marred lives. 

Science talks about the survival of the fittest and leaves no 
place for the unfit. But God can take the unfit and make 
them fit. Under the touch of His hands the shapeless ruin of 



the marred vessel Is made over into a vessel of honor meei 
for His use (II Tim. 2: 21); the bruised reed is made agair 
into an instrument for sweet music; the feebly smoking fla> 
is rekindled into a flame of uncommon brilliance (Matt. 1 2 : 

20). 

With God to help us, we need not regard any failure 01 
defeat as final. He can turn the battle from the gate (Isa 
28: 5-6). He can make the lost axe swim (II Kings 6: 6). He 
can restore the years the canker-worm has eaten (Joel 2: 
25). He can refill the empty pitchers with new good wine 
(John 2: 3-10). He can turn our defeats into triumphs and 
our failures into victories. 

Like the marred vessel in the hands of the potter are the 
lives of many people maybe yours. You are not the man 
you once dreamed of being. In earlier life you felt that God 
had chosen you to be "a vessel unto honor, sanctified and 
meet for the Master's use," but you are conscious of having 
marred God's ideal and plan for your life. Once you looked 
forward to a strong and noble manhood; you anticipated a 
career of high attainments and useful service; but you have 
pursued a course that has meant the sacrificing of those ideals 
of honor and usefulness that floated through your fancy in 
your earlier days. Now the conviction burns itself into 
your soul, "I had my chance and missed it." 

If this be the case with you, the purport of this scene in 
the potter's house is to give you hope. God's power of re- 
pairing loss and making something out of failure is available to 
you. Ask Him to forgive you, put yourself in His hands, 
reckon on His grace and power, and you can be made over! 
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YOU CAN HAVE DIVINE GUIDANCE 

The Lord shall guide thee. Isa. 58: 11. 

If you really and earnestly desire it, the Lord will guide 
you. 

His guidance does not mean the abrogation of self-respon- 
sibility. Just because one desires to know God's will and to be 
guided by it, he is bound to exercise his own mind in a care- 
ful effort to find out what His will is. 

God does not reveal His will to those who do not want 
to know it and make no effort to discover it. He counsels men 
to use their own wits to find out His counsel. 

Do your best to find out what your duty is; hold in abey- 
ance your own inclination and let your supreme desire be to 
do God's will. Don't take the first vagrant impulse that rises 
in your mind to be the voice of God. 

David sums up the conditions of divine guidance: "Delight 
thyself in the Lord; commit thy way unto the Lord; rest in 
the Lord, and wait patiently for Him" (Ps. 37: 4-5). 

He who delights in God, who has committed himself to 
walk in the way He points out, who waits patiently for Him 
in the restful confidence that He will show the way, will not 
be left to grope in darkness. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Christ said, "If thine eye be 
single, thy whole body shall be full of light" (Matt. 6: 22). If 
our eyes are turned towards God and singled upon Him, there 
will be a divine radiance shining through us, lighting up for 
us each step of the way along life's journey. 

You can have divine guidance if you sincerely desire it and 
meet the conditions. And what a difference it will make! 

You will not be confused and bewildered by the daily- 
recurring decisions and choices you have to make. You will 
be delivered from those fears and misgivings with which men 
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are always troubled when they try to choose their way with- 
out God's help and guidance. You will not feel that you are a 
mere atom to be crushed beneath the chariot-wheels of a 
blind fate. You will know the blessedness of a serene and calm 
walk through life. You will have a confidence that imparts 
to you peace and poise and power in the midst of every cir- 
cumstance. 



YOU CAN BE ABLE FOR ANYTHING 

In Him who strengthens me I am able for anything. Phil. 4: 13 
(Moffatt). 

These are the words of one of the richest and most heroic 
souls in Christian history that great interpreter of Christ 
and Christianity, the apostle Paul. 

It is not merely a pretty sentiment he is expressing; it is a 
positive assertion. It is not a platitude; it is something he has 
tested in practice he knows what he is talking about! He 
had found in Christ strength that made him able for anything 
"for all sorts and conditions of life, for plenty and for 
hunger, for prosperity and for privations" (v. 12, Moffatt). 

It takes a great deal of strength to bear privations and not 
lose heart. But it requires much more strength to bear pros- 
perity and not lose your head. 

Neither prosperity nor privations made any change in 
Paul. He was conscious of a living power flowing through 
him that made him independent of circumstances, whether 
favorable or unfavorable. 

We can have this power through Christ. Whether it be 
plenty or privation, joy or sorrow, abounding or suifering 
want, in Christ we are made master of circumstances, being 
"strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man" 
(Eph. 3: 16). 
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Our constant need is for Christian confidence confidence 
that in Christ we have strength for "all sorts and conditions 
of life." 

One of the most frequent causes of dismay and defeat is the 
paralyzing fear of inadequate resources to meet exacting re- 
quirements. There is an answer to this fear: "They that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their strength" (Isa. 40: 31). They 
will have resources adequate for all the needs and purposes 
of life. "They shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall 
run, and not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint." 

Through Christ there is made available to us a power 
which can enable us to fling ourselves with courage and con- 
fidence into tasks deemed impossible before, which can make 
us brave and adequate to meet whatever the days may bring, 
to fight the good fight and win through to victory. 

Let me make this personal to you. In Christ, you can be 
able for anything! 
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